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NOTE TO FOURTH EDITION
The author wishes here to express his thanks for the many kind words which "Impression
received from the press, the pulpit and the pew, and his gratitude to God for blessing

circulation and reading, and making it the helpful blessing that it was designed to be.

We also add the following commendatory notice just received from Evangelist S. A. Keen, ¢
of Faith Papers..

"Having read 'Impressions,' by Rev. M. W. Knapp, | regard it a most instructive, suggestiv
useful book on a very important subject. It is an admirable safeguard on the subje
Spirit-guidance.”

Unto Him who prompted the writing of the book, and in whom we trust to bless it to the go«
many more, be "glory and dominion forever and ever."

M. W. KNAPP
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PREFACE

The author has written this book for the following reasons:
1. Because of the great need of light and the absence of books on this subject.

2. Itis believed that Some have gone over the falls of fanaticism, and that others have been
perplexed and hindered in their life work on account of lack of such light.

3. Some who read the two sections, which were published, declared themselves to hav
greatly helped thereby.

4. God brought the subject-matter to the author's mind, laid it upon his heart, and opened t
for its writing and publication.

He feels that equally with his other books, God has directed and will bless in its circulatiol
perusal. He also believes that with His blessing upon it, it will prove a light-house by life's
which will help to warn of threatening danger, and aid its readers in standing "perfect and cor
in all the will of God." To whom be glory forever.

MARTIN WELLS KNAPP
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CHAPTER |
IMPRESSIONS -- THEIR ORIGIN

An impression is defined as "an influence on purposes, feelings or actions.”

While we are free to choose the right or wrong, yet we are continually acted upon by influ
which impress in different ways. Some of them come silently as the sunshine; others come |
lightning's stroke or thunder's peal; others like gentle zephyrs, and some like the devastating

Every impression has a source.

Back of all operating second causes there is with each impression a designing mind whict
source of it. God is the author of all good impressions, Satan of all that are evil.

Hence all impressions are naturally divided into two Classes:

1. Those from our Father, which we will call "Impressions from above.” These, if followed ri
into convictions.

2. Those from the devil, which we will call "Impressions from below."

1. Impressions from Above. They all originate with God. He speaks directly by His Spirit ir
heart wherein He reigns. In its "secret inner chamber” He sweetly whispers the "will of
concerning us."

Under this direct impulse from within Jesus was "led up of the Spirit into the wilderness 1
tempted of the devil."

Paul was thus impelled to preach the Gospel in some places but restrained from othe
Christians in all ages have been directly impressed concerning the truth and its application t
especial needs.

The Holy Spirit is the Christian's promised Guide. He makes no new revelation of truth
explains that already revealed.

His guidance is always in harmony with the Bible, of which He is the Author. His mode
guiding will be noticed further on Following His leadings is one of the marks of being a
believer. "As many as are led by the Spirit of God they are the sons of God."

His leadings are above all others, and all others are made potent by His power.



Many have written ably on His exalted offices.

This work will undertake to magnify Him, by warning against voices which seek to simulate
tones by substituting impressions from below for convictions from above.

There are many different telegraph wires over which messages are transmitted from the
mind to our own. The following are among the number:

The Bible. This is God's will revealed in human language. Its impressions are divine. It s
on every needed subject, and its general principles and specific applications of them are de
above all minor voices to so impress us that "being made wise unto salvation," whatsoever
in word or deed shall be done solely for man's good and God's glory.

The Ministry. God frequently sends special and startling messages by His ministers. Impre
made by the truth as it leaps front a glowing heart are often indelible. Many, as at Pentecos
been "so pricked to the heart,” that they have found no rest until fully surrendered to Jesus.
have thus been comforted, or strengthened, or convicted for some special work.

Personal Influence. Many messages from above are sent over this wire. The impressiot
made on my mind by letters from a dear friend awakened and led me to Jesus, and when trie
furnace of God's afflictive fires, one of the strongest comforting impressions that came to m
caused by the following lines sent by one of earth's comforting angels:

"In the furnace God may prove thee,
Thence to bring thee forth more bright,
But can never cease to love thee,
Thou art precious in His sight.
God is with thee,

God thine everlasting Light."

Such instances like the sands on the seashore are numberless.

Prayer. One of the mightiest influences which lead Godward and heavenward is the pra
faith.

Under its power persecuting Sauls fall blindly to the earth, and the counsels of persecutc
overturned, and saints are comforted and led in ways they knew not of. The pressure brought
upon the mind of the one for whom a number unite in prayer is mighty. Who is there that h:
"felt" the prayers of others in their restraining or persuasive influence?

Good Reading. Good books and papers are among the mightiest agencies which God is no
to impress men with His truth. Through them He is silently undermining the fortifications of
enemy, and building up His spiritual kingdom. They have won many who were impervious
other appeals, and their influence is mighty and quiet, like the laws of gravitation.



Angels. Impressions from above often come from holy angels.

The Psalmist declared that "The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Hi
delivereth them." These, and many parallel passages in the Word are confirmed by the e
declaration in Hebrews that "they are all ministering spirits sent forth to minister unto them
shall be heirs of salvation.”

Wise, mighty, holy, elect and innumerable, they are among the most powerful, yet unsee
often unappreciated agencies God has given to "have charge" over His people. Sometime
special errand is to comfort in some fiery furnace; or to cheer in some dark lion's den; or to w
some threatening peril; or to deliver Peter from prison; or rejoice over souls newly saved;
announce the tidings of a Savior's birth and resurrection; or to execute the judgments of Go
the ungodly; or to influence a preacher's appointment, as with Philip; or to help a seeker to
the gift of the Holy Ghost, as with Cornelius; or to cheer in danger and point to a promising ft
as with Paul. In every instance they have human interest in their keeping, and doubtless muc
frequently than is generally thought are the agents of impressions from above.

Dreams. "In the Bible," says the Christian Standard, "we have repeated illustration of wher
led His children 'by impulses. impressions, calls, messages or dreams,' as well as 'by the Hol
operating on all the faculties of the mind, strengthening each to perform its function along the
of common sense, sound reason, and a sanctified judgment.’

"Because we are often misled by impressions, dreams, etc.; because Satan often uses the
of deceiving souls; yet it is not necessary, nor does it relieve the difficulty, to deny to the Holy ¢
the right and the fact of so leading God's people.

"Dreams may be from the devil. They may come from gluttony at the supper table. They
generated in an overtaxed brain. They may result from many combined 'second causes. Neve
if we please, or whether we please or not, God did and can and does send dreams that
disregard to our own damage and destruction.”

Few folks are so foolish as to be influenced by ordinary dreams. Yet that God has spoken
children through special dreams no well informed person will deny. Dreamology is a scienc
little understood. Because fanatics have taken dreams born of indigestion or inspired by Sat
divine revelation, others have gone to the opposite extreme, and, like Herod with the innc
slaughtered them by the wholesale.

For this reason few people believe in such manifestations, and according to their faith so
them. The antidote for fanaticism from reliance on them will be noticed in another chapter. |
dimmer light of the old dispensation God more frequently spoke to His people in this way
specifically declared that He would make Himself known in a vision and speak in a dream.
12: 2.

In this way He spoke to Jacob in the dream of the ladder and ascending and descending
to Joseph in the dream that foretold his bondage and his final prosperity; to Pharoah's but



baker in the dream that told of the exaltation of one and the execution of the other; to Solor
the dream that promised him wisdom and all needful accessories; to Joseph in the drearr
quieted his fears concerning Mary, the mother of our Lord, and also again in warning him to ta
"young child" and flee for safety from Herod's murderous plot; to the wise men from the
warning them of the same danger; to Pilate's wife warning her of the peril of persecuting Jest
to many others in just as marked a manner.

While there is no warrant in the words of Jesus for people to depend on dreams for guide
Is evident that the Holy Spirit has, and sometimes does, speak to men through this agency. Th
of dreams will be noticed further on.

Providences. The events of the moment are also often the wire on which good impressions
God the Father delights through them to speak to His children. Opportunities to do good
constantly with voices clear and strong. A death, an accident, a providential meeting, and k
circumstances, often impress with a sense of duty, and thus all things are made to work toge
our good.

Over these and other wires which are laid between soul center and the divine mind, impre
are constantly coming.

2. Impressions from Below. To drown good impressions Satan has set up his kingdom, and
all of his ingenuity. He, too, has laid his telegraph lines and artfully operates them.

Satanic agency is a subject concerning which little is said, and yet by its subtle might mi
have been and are being drawn into sin, despair and final ruin, and millions more have
perplexed, and God's life plan for them greatly hindered or completely thwarted. God's
repeatedly recognizes the personality, ability, rank, influence and plans of the devil. He loy
deceive people into the belief that he does not exist, as he knows people will not be on theil
against a foe in whose being they do not believe. Any who have been thus misled by him shc
awakened by the manifold declarations of the Word as to His personality, power and plan:
divinely revealed that he was cast out of heaven; cast down to hell; the author of the fall; t
tempted Jesus; perverts the Scripture; opposes God's work; works lying wonders; appears as
of light; that he blinds, deceives, ensnares, and troubles the wicked; that he tempts, and
afflicts and resists the saints. The Word also tells of Christ's victory over hint by resistin
temptations, casting out his subordinates, destroying his works, rescuing his victims, defeat
conspiracy, conquering death, and banishing him and his followers forever from the presence
and the glory of His power.

It minutely and vividly presents his character as presumptuous, proud, powerful, wi
malignant, subtle, deceitful, fierce, and cruel. He is compared to a "fowler," a "sower of tart
"wolf," a "roaring lion," and a "serpent.” He is called by over thirty different names descriptiv
the different phases of his diabolical character. Among them are the following: "Murde
"Dragon," "Father of Lies," "Old Serpent,” "Wicked One," "Liar," and "Prince of the Devils." "T
Accuser of the Brethren" is another of the names by which he is known in Scripture. In this che
he has wrought much mischief.



He accuses God's children:

1. To Themselves. He does this in different ways:

(a.) By bringing wicked thoughts to their mind and then accusing them of thinking them. At
times we must remember that while we can not hinder such thoughts from coming, yet we can

to harbor them and thus remain guiltless.

(b.) By telling them when they are "in heaviness through manifold temptations" that becat
this they have no religion at all.

(c.) By sorely tempting them and then making them believe that the temptation itself inste
the yielding to it is sin.

(d.) By telling young converts, when they feel the movings of inbred sin still remaining in tt
that because of this they never were truly converted.

(e.) By suggesting to more mature Christians that they have lost the blessing of perfec
simply because their emotions have in a measure subsided.

2. To Each Other.

(a.) By putting a bad construction to acts that are susceptible of a good one.

(b.) By charging wrong motives when the real motive is not known.

(c.) By telling one that he is not appreciated by others, or that he is slighted by them.

(d.) By telling one that others have no religion at all because they do not in all things see
eye with him.

3. To the Unconverted.

(a.) By telling them that Christians are deceived and that Christ is a hard Master.
(b.) That soul winners seek not them but their money.

(c.) That church members are all hypocrites.

In these and other ways he seeks to perplex and sow discord. His might so marvelous and ¢
maneuvers so successful turned earth that was designed for Eden into an habitation of crue
sepulcher of the dead.



He is the author, directly or indirectly, of all "Impressions from below.” Many impressions ¢
from him directly. They frequently are shot by him into the mind, like the leaping of lightning fi
a dark thunder-cloud, and astound by their suddenness and awfulness.

1. Evil Angels. "There are," says a gifted writer on this subject, "the voices of evil and dece
spirits, who lie in wait to entrap every traveler entering these higher regions of spiritual life. |
same epistle which tells us that we are seated in heavenly places in Christ, we are also told
shall have to fight with spiritual enemies. These spiritual enemies, whoever or whatever the
be, must necessarily communicate with us by means of our spiritual faculties and their voices
voice of God, is an inward impression made upon our spirit. Therefore, just as the Holy Spiri
tell us by impressions what the will of God is concerning us, so also will these spiritual enemir
us by impressions what is their will concerning us, though not of course giving it their nam
From Christian's Secret of a Happy Life.

"l believe," says John Wesley, "that united under Satan, they either range the upper re
whence they are called princes of the power of the air, or, like him, walk about the earth as 'r
lions seeking whom they may devour.™ A greater than Wesley has said: "For we wrestle nc
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of darkness
world, against spiritual wickedness [margin, wicked spirits] in high places."

As good angels may be the messengers of impressions from above, so may evil ones, who
ready to blight and annoy and perplex and destroy, be of those from below.

Human Influence. Bad people are wires over which evil impressions fly thick and fast. Ar
word or glance may make an impression that is lasting.

Satan, too, is shrewd to get, when possible, good people to carry his messages. He alwa
this when he can, as it helps to hide his purpose. Universalism is the most baneful kind of infi
because its messages are carried by men who profess to be ministers of Jesus. License of lig
not live for a year were it not that the devil has secured for its defenders professedly gooc
When men who are really good are deceived by Satan, and really think his messages are fron
the deception is deeper, and danger still more dire.

The Prayers of Mistaken People. The influence of mind over mind is marvelous. If a pers
strong will determines a certain thing in regard to another, and persistently insists upon it, tl
reason to believe that the other person will feel the influence thereof though thousands of
away. Where a number of persons thus unite the influence felt will be still stronger, and it w
felt whether the people are in the right or wrong.

"The one accord" which is essential for a church to prevail in prayer embraces this princi
is a power for good when in God's order, but when through ignorance or wrong motives it is
the Spirit, it works perplexity and harm.

| know of an instance of a lady who has been tormented for over two years from this sou
good man, minister of the Gospel, became possessed of the idea that she should marry him.



that God had revealed it to him. The woman was fully saved, and felt just as sure that Gc
revealed the contrary to her. He commenced praying that God would show her her error, ant
her convictions kept deepening that he was mistaken, yet often a disagreeable feeling woul
to her as a result of his persistent, misguided prayer.

A person with weaker convictions of duty might have been lead to yield to such an influenc
being enabled to see through it all as a design of Satan, she simply suffered the perplexi
remained firm.

Satan delights to get good folks to waste their prayers over what is not the mind of the Sp
it diverts from God-given work.

These impressions seek to pull one out of the path of duty, and as they come through the r
of at least professedly good people they are sometimes very perplexing.

The Flesh. Its appetites often clamor for unlawful indulgence, and cry so loud as to drov
other voices.

Self. The unrenewed and unsanctified | within always wants its own way, and will persist
plead for it. When messages from below harmonize with it, it is quick to carry them.

Bad Reading. Its influence for evil can not be estimated. Its impression for wrong will be as
and lasting as hell itself.

These, and other wires, are shrewdly manipulated by Satan, and over them impressic
constantly reaching the mind. Their constant clicking is confusing and frequently confoundi
those who have not the spiritual education to distinguish the sources from which they come

The human soul beneath these influences is like a place where two winds meet, the cold bl
from the frigid zone of Satanic temptation and the refreshing gales from heavenly heights; or
two armies meet in fierce and deadly fray.

The soul itself can decide which shall prevail, and upon its decision hangs its character :
destiny. He who sides with convictions from above shall wear a victor's crown forever;
impressions from below shall be crownless and Christless through all eternity.
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CHAPTER Il
IMPRESSIONS FROM BELOW

"Be not deceived."

As has been seen, Satan and his emissaries, disguised as "angels of light," by wrong impr
are ever seeking to ruin souls, and to divert God's children from their divinely appointed mi:
He always shapes his methods to his victims, and whom he can not openly allure he seeks ti
deceive. He accomplishes his purpose with many impressions in a way something like that by
we poison rats. We do not throw down a lot of strychnine and say, "Rats, eat it and die." We ta
a little and mingle it with some meal so concealed that they will not suspect the poison, and the
eat the meal, and with it poison enough to cause their death. So Satan takes the meal of divi
and mingles with it enough error to accomplish his purpose, and men eat and are betrayed

Hence, we find that as a pan of meal which is prepared with poison appears precisely li}
which is free from it, and would pass as harmless unless analyzed, so impressions from belc
be apparent counterparts of those from above. They may exactly resemble them in the foll
important particulars:

1. They are inward impressions made upon our Spirits.

2. They are often very strong impressions. Fanaticism is born in the land of strong but \
impressions.

3. They occur repeatedly. See how Satan persisted with our first parents, with Job, and with
He will keep repeating his messages as long as he can deceive his victims into giving him a h
and all of his agents are possessed of like perseverance.

4. They frequently occur during prayer and other devotions. Nothing is more in keeping with
object than to divert from communion with God, hence the idea that impressions are of God ¢
because they occur at such times is erroneous. They may be from Him and they may be from

5. Like good impressions they may be brought to us by our friends. Job had more trouble
his friends than from both affliction and Satan combined. Though they meant well the impres
they made were not from above. Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, Job's misguided counselors, he
their counterparts in all ages.

6. Wrong impressions, like good ones, may be attended by a chain of circumstances whicl
to confirm their truthfulness. Satan is allowed great latitude, and shows great cunning in arre
his program to thwart divine purposes; selfish human nature also is eagle-eyed to cls
providential indications that were never so designed. It might have seemed providential



assassin Booth that Lincoln was at the theater that fatal night, but does that prove that the mu
impressions were of God?

7. Wrong impressions may be and often, though not always, are in harmony with our n
desires. The forbidden fruit which was proffered in Paradise, and which appeared so "goo
"pleasant” and "desirable," has lost none of its attractiveness, and is far from being exhaus

8. Evil impressions may also, like the good, be attended by striking passages of Scripture,
seem to sanction them. The devil and his agents, as in the temptation of Jesus, never fail t
Scripture when they can pervert it to deceive and to strengthen their purposes. Mrs. H. W. Smi
she knew an earnest Christian who had the text, "All things are yours," so strongly impresse
her mind in regard to some money that belonged to another person, that she felt that it was .
command to steal the money, and after a struggle did so, with most grievous results.

Like those from above they may come suddenly and unexpectedly. "Soon after receivi
blessing of perfect love," writes a correspondent, "I came across a man who had lost the exp
because he refused to yield to a sudden impression to kneel and pray when he entered a rail
| determined to be warned by what | thought was his mistake, but was led into a similar one
following way:

"When at the Des Moines Holiness Camp-meeting | was walking one morning by the tabel
when suddenly and strongly | was impressed to kneel down right where | was. Hesitatin
embarrassed | did so, though feeling very much out of place. Having yielded to this impulse
Satan made me believe | had better go through with it and | foolishly did so, kneeling for some
| arose wiser and determined not to be deceived by Satan in that manner any more. The imf.
came quickly and strongly, and, as the boys express it, 'like the slop over way' of an impt
willful man."

In all of the above and other particulars impressions from below may be like those from a
and thus robed as "angels of light,"” Satan seeks through them to "deceive, if it were possible, t
elect."

On the enemy's success in passing this counterfeit coin, Dr. G. D. Watson says:

"He doesn't work among sinners as he does among saints. He has one method of work
sinners and another for converted people and another for sanctified people, and in the higher
of Christian life it is to imitate the Holy Spirit.

"Another trick of the devil is to get sanctified people where they are lead by impressions.
are frightened right off and go down; but if the devil finds he can not scare you, and can not
you stop testifying, then he will go round and attack you on the other side. | don't know wheth
folks will believe what | am going to tell you, but it is the truth. The devil can make people
tremendously happy. | have learned a great deal in the past fifteen years of the experiences of
He can produce a fictitious happiness, and he will make you feel so with special reference to



you where you live on impressions, and then the devil has got all he wants. Then he puts
Sunday clothes and turns himself into an angel of light.

"People -- even Christian people -- do not believe Scripture at this point. | have seen pec
deluded by the devil, and | have said, 'Don't you know the devil can turn himself into an an
light?' 'Oh, yes," they say; 'but the devil isn't leading me! If God tells me to do so, | will do it,’
say.

"Again he says, 'l am the Holy Ghost." And you can not detect him unless God helps you. F
begin by making you do something that is very nice for God. For instance, he will make you
but he will make you pray in the wrong way and at the wrong time. He will tell you to do a ¢
many things, but he will always tell you, or impress you to do these things in a queer, outlanc
unnatural way. He says to one sister, when the child is crying and the bread about to burn: 'Ni
Holy Ghost says you must go and pray an hour; let the baby cry and the coffee-pot boil over.' |
these are facts. And the person goes off as sincere as an angel, and kneels down and prays
baby may get scalded to death.

"God the Holy Ghost, in all His leadings, never leads people in an abnormal way, or an unr
or a strained way. God doesn't strain you; He doesn't put the thumbscrew on you, and stra
muscles until they crack and snap, but the devil does.

"A person goes to meeting and says: 'The Lord sent me here today with a special message
be time for the meeting to close, but he thinks he has a special message from the Lord, and
tell it, though every body else thinks it is time to go home. Those people insist that the Holy
sent them. Now, it is nothing in the world but the devil. Why? Because the devil has got them ¢
road, going by impressions, going the way you feel. One man says: 'God has sanctified me anc
to prove to you that | am a holy man, and the Holy Ghost tells me to go down to the door, an
you walk over my body.' | am giving facts; all these things occurred. And they walked out of the
over his body to prove he was holy.

"The devil knows he can not make us lie or steal, or do any of these things, but he is try
make you do pious things in a most outlandish and most unnatural and most abnormal way
you, there is a tremendous amount of that work done. People think they are led by the Holy
and they are led by the devil as an angel of light.

"You can recognize these people. In their prayers, in their sermons, in their efforts, there is ¢
a sense of strangeness. They seem to be oppressed, to be burdened, to be unnatural. Th
tranquillity or frankness. The devil is a hard master.

"Another trick of the devil is to imitate the Holy Ghost. The devil knows that the Holy Gho:t
our leader. Jesus has gone to heaven. We have the written Word, but the Holy Ghost must
to us the Word of God and reveal to us Jesus. And if the devil can imitate the Holy Ghost, tha
strong forte among Christian people. Among his own people he talks his own language.



"Another method of the devil is to imitate the Holy Spirit by giving people fictitious ca
fictitious beliefs, giving them dreams. The devil can make impressions and produce arti
happiness and artificial joy in order to switch the soul off. Of course, after he gets the soul off I
then make him do something more and more absurd, and by and by make him commit some
he always begins delicately and tenderly. If a person is perfectly true to God, although the Lor
allow him to be annoyed and sometimes hindered by Satan, | can not see but what God will <
his soul is delivered from the devil's power."

Thus artful is the approach of Satan towards the souls whom he seeks to betray. How n
therefore, the admonition:

"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might. Put on the w
armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole arm
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all to stand"”
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CHAPTER Il
IMPRESSIONS FROM BELOW
CONTINUED

"Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation." -- Jesus.
Preceding chapters have noticed:
1. That impressions come through many different agencies.

2. That there is often a striking resemblance between those which are from above and tho:
below.

Many impressions are so evidently from God that they need no testing, but all that are in an
doubtful should be summoned before a court of final appeal, the mention of which will soc
made.

Knowing that the person who will follow all impressions without stopping to test them will s
be at his mercy, Satan first of all seeks to ensnare by leading people to act at once without a
any test whatever. Then he will impress to do needless, unwise, untimely and ridiculous thing
seek to deceive his subjects into believing that the promptings came from God. There is n
instance in the New Testament where the Spirit led a person to do an outlandish thing. Go
lead in that way.

Yielding to this influence, it is said that a young minister was strongly impressed when he et
a certain town that there he would find the woman who was to be his wife, and that on the str
attention was one day strongly drawn towards a lady whom the Spirit, he felt, revealed to him
person. Imagine his chagrin when he saw her face to find that she was a mulatto! This chan
impression. Had she been a beauty and rich, he might have taken it as divine.

Others are impressed to talk to every one they meet, under all circumstances, about thei
Some feel impressed to jump up and down and scream in meeting; others to lie down and let
walk over them to prove their humility; and at once putting these impressions in practice,
become the victims of Satan's wiles.

Saddest of all, the devil often succeeds in making people believe that these impressions a
above, and that they will resist the Spirit and backslide if they do not follow them. By this me
he would keep those who will not do known sin, running on fruitless and often foolish erranc

There lies before me now a piteous appeal for spiritual help from a person who was
experience of perfect love when a strong impression came to do a doubtful thing. She refuse



Satan told her that she had quenched the Spirit and committed the unpardonable sin, and th
no hope for her. She believed this Satanic impression, and sank down to depths of unut
anguish and despair, from which only Christ could lift her.

Frightful and litany are the mistakes and disasters which have come from being led by u
impressions. To keep from the discriminating light of the detecting proof tests which Goc
provided, Satan has devised many ingenious and deceptive expedients. As the rightful judge
will render a decision in his favor, but always detect the slightest error, he makes a desperat
to prevail upon persons to appeal to other judges whom he can bribe to decide as he wi
possible, he will push people to act upon doubtful impressions without trying them at all; but if
will "try the spirits, whether they be of God," then he insists that they shall be tried before a
of his dictation. The following are among the judges which he recommends, and which
betrayed multitudes:

1. Feelings. People who are duped by this judge follow their feelings instead of their convic
Impressions which harmonize with their feelings are fondled, and other impressions are given
reception. If their feelings are crossed they raise such a cry as to drown the whisperings of t
small voice within, and then seek their selfish gratification. They sometimes do very unscrij
things because they "feel like it," and for the same reason avoid the cross and the self-denia
it imposes. They mistake the voice of their own feelings for a message from above, and foll
the decisions of this judge, they are betrayed into wrong action. Well did Wesley exhort his foll
to "trample under foot the enthusiastic doctrine that we are to do good only when we feel like i
who tests his convictions by his feelings, instead of God's judges, is as foolish as a man who
take his case out of a wise and righteous court and put it in the power of a crying child.

2. Imagination. Fancy is often quick to seize an impression, paint it and make it appear as rt
beautiful as a blooming rose. The Christian, of course, renounces all imaginations that are
to be wrong; but in order to divert from the work and the life-plan which God has marked
imagination will often paint another work and point to another plan which some wrong impre:
has suggested, and thus seek to lead from the path where duty calls.

A person sometimes has an impression that he ought to have a certain desirable appointt
fact, a number often feel "strongly impressed” that they should have the same place. The
imagine themselves there, and when the appointments are made and their fancy bubble bur
weep like children because the voice of their imaginations did not prove to be the voice of
Sometimes imagination takes foreboding of evil and makes it seem as real as fact, and g
worry over what never comes.

Every "imagination” that does not stand the tests above mentioned should be "cast down."
substitutes it instead of them will find himself in as sad a plight as the student who might st
make a paint-brush light his room instead of turning on the gas. The burden of Jeremiah's m
against God's people was that they followed "their own imaginations” instead of heeding the
divine.



Who is there that has not sometimes had a "strong impression "that an absent friend was
in danger, or dying, and afterwards found that it was all imagination?

The devil is called the "Tormentor," and he loves to tantalize by this or any other means.

"Beware," wrote Wesley, "of a heated imagination. . . . . Some charge their own imaginatic
the will of God, and that not written but impressed on their hearts. If these impressions be re
as a rule of action instead of the written Word, | know nothing so wicked or absurd but that we
fall into, and that without remedy."

3. Chance Texts. The habit of turning to some chance text and hinging action upon ths
prevailed with some. This is as if a physician should prescribe for his patient by opening his
at random and writing out the first recipe which catches his eye! Or as if a lawyer would open ¢
of legal lore and give his client the chance counsel which he thus might find! Is spiritual indo
or ignorance less pardonable than medical or legal?

The come-outer is impressed that he should leave the church. He urges the divinity
impression by taking as a test the first text which meets his eye as he opens the Bible. It che
be, "Come out from among them and be ye separate.” With this text Satan blinds his eyes
whole teaching of Scripture in regard to the organized church, and on it he drifts down the s
of "come-outism," over the falls of final fanaticism.

Another person is impressed that women ought not to do public work. He opens his Bibl
by chance his eye catches, "Let the women learn in silence." The whole question is settles
instant! And so easily, too! And thus wresting this Scripture from its proper place, he peac
pillows his head upon it, and lies down on the railroad track of the facts of Scripture, right and
in the matter, and is crushed by the wheels of truth as it steams with triumph on its destine
"Search the Scriptures,” not "fool" with them, is the divine command.

4. Dreams. God has spoken to men by dreams, but this is not His usual way. There is, un
spirit's dispensation, no Scripture warrant for depending upon them for guidance. Jeremiah
them "chaff" when compared to the revealed Word. He who substitutes the chaff of dreams
wheat of Bible truth will soon become a spiritual starveling. Many people have allowed thems
to be alarmed because previous impressions were strengthened by dreams which were mer
of bad digestion. The Bible speaks of "false dreams" and "filthy dreamers," and complains of
who caused the people to forget God by "their dreams which they told every man to his neig

A certain person received me very coldly where | was once engaged in revival work beca
a striking dream he had had of an evangelist which he thought referred to me. Before the n
closed he changed his mind, and thought it must have meant some other person.

A Christian lady of whom | knew, after losing her husband, dreamed that a relative came
home and brought a man, and said to her, "I have brought you this man for your husbanc
dream made a very deep impression, and the features of the promised husband were vivid



in her mind. She actually expected the fulfillment of the dream, but looked for it in vain to the
of her death.

All impressions made by dreams which do not meet the approval of the rightful tests sho
allowed to vanish. To follow them may prove as fatal as for an engineer, because of "a
impression made by a dream," to run his train without orders from headquarters. In either case
wreckage may be the result.

Mr. Wesley wisely warns: "Do not hastily ascribe things to God. Do not easily suppose dre
voices, impressions, visions, or revelations to be from God. They may be from Him. They m
from nature. They may be from the devil. Therefore believe not every spirit, but 'try the s
whether they be from God.™

5. Infatuation. Under the magic charms of this enchantress all voices but her own are but
heard or altogether hushed. Her victims are restive under any restraint that crosses her whi
frequently at her impetuous behests do violence to sacred vows and teachings of the Word
The still small voice of duty is no more their delight, but the wine she offers intoxicates
pleasure. Too late they learn that beneath its sparkling surface there lurks disappointment, «
and frequently disgrace and even death. Satan may make people think that the voice ¢
infatuation is the voice of the Holy Ghost

Under its seductive sway it is said that three young men went in succession to their sg
adviser, and each claimed that he was strongly "impressed of God," that he should marry a
attractive woman of wealth. An individual felt sure that God had revealed to him that he sh
woman who was already the promised wife of another person. Another Christian man broke
engagement and married the object of his infatuation. The woman whom he thus had wronge
after died, and the lightnings of God's judgments have ever since been leaping upon the wrol
Attachments thus are frequently fostered which lead to alienations, law suits, neighborhoc
church divisions, sundered family circles, and sometimes suicide and murder. Similar instar
the above abound on every side. The ruin wrought by bad people and the ridiculous antics
some good people under the influence of this enchantress, show that it is foolish and often
follow her decisions. To appeal to her is as unwise as it would be to put a giddy girl upon the |
bench. Delighted is the devil when he can delude to heed her siren voice instead of appealing
divine.

6. Impulse. Under this influence impressions which are very strong are acted upon in hast
repented of at leisure. God never hurries people to do doubtful things. The devil does.
influenced, impulsive Peter drew his sword and made it needful for Jesus to perform the mir
healing a sundered ear. Modern Peters by similar acts are constantly making miracles nece
counteract the harm they thus have done. "He that believeth shall not make haste," applie
action concerning the righteousness of which the child of God has any doubt.

7. Passion. Many have attributed impressions to come from God which were born of no
parentage than their own rebellions passions. Saul of Tarsus, beneath the sway of this
"breathing out slaughter" against the followers of Jesus, tells us that he verily thought he was



God service. It is sometimes miscalled "righteous indignation,” but loses none of the lion-like
nature by the lamb-skin in which it thus is robed. Beware of its decision. Impulse and passior
prove a Niagara which drowns the voice of duty, and sweeps thousands of victims over the 1
irretrievable loss.

8. Prejudices and Preconceived Notions. These by their hue and cry attempt to deafen th
every voice which does not agree with them. Peter, though fully sanctified, had to be taken asi
given a special object lesson before he could distinguish, above the din of these two voic
Spirit's call to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. These two arbiters always interpret impre
according to their own views, and it is folly to appeal to them. Yet they are misleading millio
have known their victims to be shocked at new and successful measures which the Holy Ghos
suggest in revival work, simply because these two censors were offended.

9. The Flesh. The voices of the body often clamor for excessive and unlawful gratification
impression which gives them license is popular with them. They are all ambitious to sit upc
throne of the soul and control its decisions, and must be "kept under," or instead of the "fruits
Spirit," there will be the "lusts of the flesh," a harvest of thistles.

10. The Opinions of Other People. There is a sense in which "in a multitude of counselors
is safety," but more frequently there is confusion. He who seeks counsel from others more tha
God will soon find discordant human voices drowning the inner voice, and know the truthfu
of the declaration that "cursed is the man who trusteth in man and maketh flesh his arm.” Go
leads His children contrary to the counsels of their best friends, to teach them to rely on Him.
voices of even our best friends, much less the decisions of Madam Grundy, can not be sub
for the tests which will be named. Satan or self will sometimes originate a very strong impre
in the mind of Bro. Impulse and Bro. Self-Confidence, and make them believe it is of the Lo
may relate to the action of Bro. Tender Conscience. With the solemnity and dogmatic certai
an infallible oracle, they inform him of the revelation which they claim to have gotten of C
implying that they doubt his decision, and, perhaps, piety, if he does not accept their mess
divine. | have known persons to bring and urge such messages, when to follow them woulc
violate conscience, common sense and the clearest teachings of the Word.

11. Signs. As Satan can easily counterfeit them as he did with Moses in Egypt, it is evidel
they would be an unsafe standard by which to try impressions. It is perilous to depend upon
Yet the whole Simple family frequently do it. If they have an impression that one of their fam
not to live long, and a bird flies into the room, or a looking-glass is broken, they are alarmed.
think it a sure sign of further mortality if a grave caves in or it rains upon the coffin on its way
last long home. They are sure it is a bad sign to begin a job on Friday, and are governed b
similar superstitions It is also believed that some people who don't like to be classed with the
family are affected by such signs to a greater degree than they are free to confess.

12. Chance Happenings. Another trick of the adversary to get people to avoid rightful te
impressions, is to prevail upon them to submit them to some chance happening. Bro. and Sist
Seeker have often been led astray in this way. They are impressed to do a certain thing, anc
that if the sun rises clear they will do it, if cloudy, not. If a certain chance event occurs they wil



an impression to be of God; if it does not occur, not of Him. It might fittingly be called "religi
gambling.” It is a sort of "toss penny" arrangement which finds no sanction since the Holy Ghc
at Pentecost. That good people have sometimes resorted to it simply proves their infirmity.
before Pentecost that the Apostles "cast lots" in electing a successor of Judas. Had they wait
after, they doubtless would have taken a different course, and been saved the mortifica
choosing a man who never was heard of afterwards, and of forestalling the Spirit, who put F
the place of Judas .

Two persons had kept company for a long time and were to have been married. The man
became enamored of another person and felt "strongly impressed” to marry her. He went to his
for advice, but as it did not agree with his desires, he decided to settle the matter by this de
the devil. The lot fell in favor of his new infatuation, and he followed it with results that eternity
tell. A judge who would toss a penny to decide a case instead of weighing the evidenc
determining thereby would be thought insane; yet the Christian who tampers in this way witf
decisions is no more wise. God's tests, if questioned a thousand times, always respond with t
reply, but this chance device, if repeatedly appealed to, always contradicts itself, thus prov
Satanic sonship.

Its use drives to wrong conclusions, dwarfs the reason, fosters ignorance, offers incense to
perplexes the conscience, pleases Satan and grieves the Holy Ghost. These, and othel
devices, are often used by "the world, the flesh and the devil," to accomplish their design:
deception practiced is often so subtle as to escape detection only from those who have learn:
them by divine tests. While Satan is allowed great latitude in his efforts to deceive, yet he can
further than God permits.

It would not be surprising if there are ways revealed whereby all his counterfeit coin ce
detected, and God's voice always be clearly and unmistakably known.

Given a God with whom all things are possible, a Savior whose mission is to "destroy the
of the devil," and who has promised His children "power over all the power of the enemy," anc
a provision may be confidently looked for.



IMPRESSIONS
By
Martin Wells Knapp

CHAPTER IV
IMPRESSION FROM BELOW -- RESULTS OF FOLLOWING THEM

"But they rebelled and vexed His Holy Spirit; therefore He was turned to be their enemy, a
fought against them." -- Isaiah 63:10.

When people act on every sudden and strong or repeated impression, instead of "ponderi
paths" and submitting to the tests which will determine their character, sad results follow
following are some of them:

Perplexity. Many have been perplexed and bewildered and driven to the very verge of insa
this way.

The devil comes with a suggestion. He clothes it in robes of light so that it appears to be the
He persistently pushes it. If resisted, he claims that those who do so are resisting the Spirit
yield to it, he then tears off his "robe of light" and laughs at their deception. He says, "no h
when he seeks to allure astray, and afterwards accuses with fierce fury, a foretaste of the tau
which he will tantalize the lost throughout eternity.

A student was tempted to leave school and engage in revival work. The proposal
unexpectedly, and he was pushed to a decision. He loved that work, and without reflection .
to go. But this decision filled him with dissatisfaction, and as he prayed about it the Spirit toc
providences connected with his coming to school and remaining there, and showed him that
leadings still were schoolward, and as he was released from his hasty promise his per
vanished, and the sunshine of God's favor again beamed upon him.

Unwise Action. Every act that is not in harmony with God's will is unwise. He who acts hurri
upon impulses is frequently betrayed into such action.

A friend of mine was just cheated out of one hundred dollars in this way. A man called upor
told a pitiful story, and so presented his case as to work upon his sympathies. He finally req
a loan of one hundred dollars. My friend had spoken to him about his soul; feared a refusal
harden him towards Christians, and out of his impulsive, generous heart lent him the mone
next week the man deserted his family, and left the country with quite a sum of money that |
secured in a similar way. Had Bro. S. have reflected, prayed and talked the matter over with hi
and taken time to have applied the tests, he would have saved his money, the mortification o
galled, and the wrong of thus bidding a thief "God speed.”

Disappointment. Most of failures in business doubtless come because God's guidance
sought and followed. Failures in religious work may result from the same cause. Revival me
which are projected for the sake of personal aggrandizement, or simply through sectarian z¢



rivalry, are doomed for this reason. | knew of a minister who held a series of meetings in a c
place chiefly to keep out another denomination. He was not led by God, and his efforts en
disappointment. God will have His children learn to let Him lead, and if the lesson costs tf
thousand disappointments it is better than that it should go unlearned.

Salvation Hindered. Neglect to follow where and when the Spirit leads, often greatly hinde
work of salvation. This is forcibly illustrated by the following incident from the pen of one of
readers of The Revivalist. She writes:

"At one Sabbath evening service | noticed, with some surprise, a man occupying a seat
right. It was an old acquaintance, who had at one time lived in our home. | was surprised, be
though living near the church, | had never before seen him in any place of public worship. |
him to be one of those men who pride themselves upon their morality, and think that they ne
other salvation, and who are perfectly indifferent to all the claims of God.

"There he sat, listening with the closest attention. Suddenly it was suggested to my minc
should, at the close of the service, seek this man out and invite him to Jesus. | was startls
began to question with myself the impropriety and the uselessness of such a proceeding.
impression deepened until the pressure upon my nerves became so great that | could scarc
from my seat. | decided to speak if opportunity presented. Soon Mr. S., seeing me |
congregation, came at once to where | was standing, and after making inquiries about my 1
stood for a few moments in silence as if waiting for me to speak, but my courage failed, anc
he passed out with the crowd and the opportunity was lost.

"I sought my home in tears, and passed a sleepless night. For many days | could not unbur
heart of its load. | tried to make myself believe that, perhaps, after all, the impression was nc
the Lord. He was pleased to place the assurance that it was beyond the possibility of a doubt
in this wise: | saw Mr. P. coming up the walk to my door one afternoon, and instantly resolv
put the matter to a test. He came in, and greeting me in his usual bright and genial manner, re
pleasantly, that, as he chanced to be passing, he thought he would drop in and see how v
prospering. | saw at once that whatever might have been the state of his mind on that men
Sabbath evening he was quite different now.

"In a few minutes | had told him of my convictions of duty, of my cowardly shrinking, and
subsequent remorse, sparing myself in nothing. While | was speaking in hurried and trembling
a wave of feeling rushed over his face which as it receded left him very pale. After a few mol
of silence he remarked in a constrained voice, as though it cost him much to speak, 'l feel tha
it to you, Mrs. N., to be as frank with you as you have been with me, so | will say, that previc
that meeting, | had been for many weeks strangely conscious in my heart of my neglect of
God, to my family and to my fellowmen. | was brought to look upon life and its responsibilitie
| had never done before, though I scarcely knew what it all meant, for | found my mind so dar
ignorant about these things, and that evening, after a day of unusual depression, | turned my
the direction of the church, with no intention but to get away for a little time from my own comp
Once there, the singing, the Scripture lesson and the prayer affected me as nothing of the k
ever done before; and the sermon, every word of it, burned itself into my soul till | was ready



out in anguish. | saw myself a lost sinner, and resolved, if opportunity offered, to confes
convictions and solicit the prayers and help of Christians. The meeting closed, but nc
approached me on that subject, and looking wistfully about me | saw you, and instantl
remembrance of the family altar in your home, at which | had knelt out of respect to your fam
other days, came rushing to my mind, and catching at the last straw of hope | came to your
did not blame you at the time for not speaking, nor do | now, for how could you know that I sl
care to converse on these things, indifferent as | have always been. | went out of that hc
bitterness of spirit saying to myself, Well, there can not be much in Christianity after all, if an
so many of its adherents as were present tonight, not one could be found that cares whethe
sinner is saved or lost. If that is being Christ-like it is different from what | supposed, and |
dismiss this whole matter from my mind and take the risk of passing as well as the rest.' Fro
moment | have had no feeling on the subject, and yet | am conscious of a different feeling, &
and defiant one.

"I should never have mentioned this to any one had you not spoken as you did, but if | wer
| think 1 would follow up such impression -- pardon the suggestion -- for you do not know how r
good might result.

"He must have noticed the anguish in my face, for he added kindly: 'Do not trouble yourself
this circumstance. | dare say it will be all right with me in the end, but if it is not you are n
blame.' But | could not think so. | could not dispossess my mind of the idea that if this man we!
his blood would be required at my hand. It was a heavy burden, and one that was ever prest
me, and even after Mr. P's. conversion, several years later, | could not think of it without pal
remorse, nor can | yet. But it has taught me a lesson, which, perhaps, nothing else could hav

"God can not trust His work to disobedient ones; but to the obedient and faithful He will
blessed opportunities for soul-winning, and great shall be their reward. Oh, that | could writ
message with the point of a diamond upon the heart of every Christian. It should be this. Be st
the slightest impression upon your heart disposing you to do Christian work has the Divine <
and then obey at whatever cost.”

Undue Hurry. Such persons forget that "If the Holy Spirit inspires anything, He always gives
to consult upon it with God." Impetuous, and hurried by the pressure of self or Satanic influ
they rush pell-mell in ways that are far more hurried than wise, and miss the guidance of tf
small voice that would have brought certainty and satisfaction.

Formality. It is to be feared that some, like the Jews who rejected Jesus, influenced by theil
preconceived notions and prejudices, have turned a deaf ear to divine guidance and quenc
Spirit; and, like them, kept up a mere formal worship, totally destitute of the life and power of
piety. Substituting formality for Christianity, their condition is sad, and is one of the prevalen
pitiable results which flows from following "impressions from below."

Fanaticism. There is much more danger today of people perishing amid the icebergs of for
than in the wildfire of fanaticism. Both should be avoided. All fanaticism, from primitive time:
the present, has come from discarding proper tests and following "impressions from below.



is one of the perils which threatens spiritual people, just as a fast express train is more likely
the track than a slow train. God's trains, however, never need to leap over the chasm of fang
and never will if they follow His instructions.

Despair. When Satan succeeds in deceiving a soul to do or not do, as the case may be,
sweeps down on it like a cyclone, and accuses it of committing the "unpardonable sin." He «
Hebrews 10: 26,27, in regard to "willful sin" and its penalty; also 2d Peter 2:20,21, about the
end being worse with them than the beginning,” and Hebrews 6: 46, about it being "impossib
some "if they shall fall away to renew them again to repentance,” and kindred passagt
blindfolds the eyes of his victims to the bountiful provision of pardon to the penitent, and
vehemence and persistence brings such Scripture as the above to their minds. Unless they f
blood and claim victory in Jesus, they become the victims of Giant Despair.

The following letter received a few weeks since vividly illustrates this power of Satan at
point:

"l hope that you will let my urgent need of ‘help in time of trouble' prove sufficient apology
appealing to you, an entire stranger, for help in this, my greatest hour of need. | have jus
reading the chapter entitled: '‘Back from Babylon' from 'Out of Egypt into Canaan,' and it has br
a faint ray of hope to a heart fettered with despair. | want to write you, and beg you to help me.
months ago | entered into the Canaan of perfect love. Now | am the most miserable be
existence. | believe it all came from resisting an impression from the Spirit. | was not sure |
from God, and for fear it would lead me into fanaticism, resisted, and after a time my joy and
departed. | yielded then, but it seemed too late. The most awful feelings would take posses
me, and though in the day time | could resist them with all the strength of my will, at night it se
to me Satan took possession of my very will power, and now the most dreadful and rebe
thoughts rush through my he art, and | have no will to resist, no power to give them as | once
Jesus to remove. Last week after four sleepless nights with the constant agony of those
temptations, | suddenly ‘gave up my shield." | thought | was already lost, and to try to dull the
of the thought | tried to believe there was no Christ. | gave my sweet experience from God'
Spirit into the hands of the enemy, and though | would instantly have recalled it all, it is too |
can not tell you of the agony in which I live. My dear mother is in heaven, and |, the oldest dau
can not confess to the dear father, the sweet young sisters who look ever to me for guidanc
am a traitor. It would shake their faith forever. The conviction is in my soul that | have comm
the 'unpardonable sin.' | try to pray, but think always of' Esau who found no place for repen
though he sought it carefully and with tears." Since reading your book, | have been fasting anc
to lift my poor dead heart to the Lord. | find no relief, and so | write to you, and beg of you to
me this request: As soon as you receive this state my pitiful case to some one who is full of fa
the Holy Ghost, and 'agree touching your petition' WITH FASTING, for this kind cometh not f
except. | feel as did the impotent man, and that | am led captive by the devil at his will. | have
it easy to ask you this; | believe you will grant my request. It is a soul out of its deepest
appealing to another. Please keep the pitiful secret of my name; but won't you write a few li
one, once your sister in Christ.”



In the above instance Satan evidently tempted to do some doubtful thing. Divinely led <
fused, and then he succeeded in making her believe that the impression came from God ins
him, and that she had quenched the Spirit.

All such should remember that "If any man sin we have an Advocate with the Father," an
they who have committed the unpardonable sin are so hardened that it does not trouble the

All the fearful results that follow a refusal to be guided by God are too terrible to tell.

The most vivid portrayal of them, perhaps, that can be found, is in the wilderness wanderi
the children of Israel after they refused to be led into the promised land. The reader is referrec
book, Out of Egypt into Canaan, Chapter VII, where these events are particularly noticed, ar
to the chapter on "Jonahs" in Revival Kindlings. May we each so resist "impressions from be
and be so fully "led of the Spirit," that we will never have personally the experiences to whicl
chapter points, but may continually abide in the sunshine of His smile, in whose "presence is fi
of joy," and at whose "right hand there are pleasures for evermore."



IMPRESSIONS
By
Martin Wells Knapp

CHAPTER V
IMPRESSIONS -- HOW TO TEST THEM

Prove all things; hold fast that which is good." -- 1 Thes. 5: 21.

"To the law and the testimony if they speak not according to this Word, it is because there
truth in them." -- Isaiah 8:20.

God has made such ample provision for the guidance of His children that they may be just
that they are led by Him as that they are saved.

In order to do this it is needful to apply to every doubtful impression certain detecting test
do this sometimes requires keen spiritual sight, yet is a privilege which the least of God's ct
may enjoy. "His sheep hear His voice" and "follow Him," and we would not be commanded tc
the Spirits whether they are of God," if there was no danger from them, or if we were powerl
distinguish them. All impressions which are from above bear the four following distinguisl
features. They are:

1. Scriptural. In harmony with God's will as revealed in His Word.

2. Right. In harmony with God's will as revealed in man's moral nature.

3. Providential. In harmony with God's will as revealed in His providential dealings.

4. Reasonable. In harmony with God's will as revealed to a spiritually enlightened judgms

Many impressions are so evidently of God that they need no testing, but all that are any
doubtful should be summoned before this infallible court of final appeal.

Every impression from above has upon it the Divine Stamp: S. R. P. R.

S-criptural.
R-ight.
P-rovidential.
R-easonable.

It is perilous to act on an impression which lacks any of these letters.
1. Scriptural. Impressions from above are always in harmony with the teachings of the \

Other impressions may wrest isolated passages to their support, but God's guidance is in h
with the whole blessed Book. It never leads a person to do contrary to its teachings or to infl



others to such a course. On every doubtful point the question, "What does the Bible teach?"
lead to search until that knowledge is gained, and then it should be acted upon. While it is
of general principles, it also covers almost every practical point that ever occurs in human |

Multitudes of impressions from below die of fright at their own images when they are comp
to look in the mirror of God's Word. The Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God, will pie
the thickest armor in which Satan can mail his deceptive suggestions. Then let every dc
impression first of all be rigidly examined under the focalized light of all that the Scripture tea
in regard to it.

"It is a dangerous error," says Dougan Clark, "to neglect, or reject, or ignore the teachings
Holy Bible, on the pretext that the inward teachings of the Spirit are more valuable than the ot
letter. It will always be found that those who love God most love His Bible most. He who is té
by Scripture is taught of the Lord; and it is never by the Holy Spirit that any one is induced to ¢
the outward revelation written by holy men whom He inspired. . . . . If our heavenly Fathe
clearly revealed His will by the written Word, in reference to any point, we are not to expect ar
revelation from His Spirit to teach us our duty in that regard.”

Jesus himself thus appealed to the Word when tempted by Satan, and victorious are
followers who walk in His steps.

Mormonism, the Oneida community infamy, Universalism, and all their fraternity of errors wi
are born of impressions from below, yet claim to be of God, stand convicted of guilt by this infa
test.

In regard to every doubtful impression ask: "Is it Scriptural?” If it is not, then it shoulc
transported as a felon to eternal exile in the Siberia of doomed impressions.

2. Right. God speaks through the voice of man's moral convictions. The rule of right and v
in moral matters is universal. Even cannibals know that it is wrong to steal and lie and kill, "v
show the work of the law written in their own hearts."

"Our own minds," wrote President Finney, "their convictions, their necessary affirmation:
truly reveal God and many of the great truths that respect our relation to Him and tc
government.”

Impressions which are from God are always right. They may be contrary to our feeling:
prejudices and our natural inclinations, but they are always right. They will stand all tests, ant
rightfulness soon becomes a conviction which can not be shaken.

The voices of Scripture and of right always agree, but many who have not all the light of Scr
are convinced by the voice of this monitor within which way the path of duty lies. This voice br
as from below any impression which would lead to a wrong act.



Millions of impressions, if compelled to answer the simple question: "Are you right?" will bl
and hesitate and squirm, and finally in confusion retire.

3. Providential. God often speaks to His children through His providences. "In examinin
Scriptures upon this matter," writes Dr. G. D. Watson, "we find that the peculiar sphere c
Father's leading is providence; the peculiar sphere of Christ's guidance is the written Word, ¢
peculiar sphere of the Spirit's guidance is direct conviction and illumination upon the hear
spiritual senses.

"The providence of God touches at every point our physical being and wants, and appeals
common sense. The Logos, the Word of God takes hold of our immortal nature and appeals
faith; the Holy Spirit operates immediately on our heart and mind, giving us such impelling:
restrainings, such premonitions or drawings as compose the living, practical filling up of the o
of guidance."”

Emphatic mention of this test of impressions is made by Upham in his valuable treati
"Divine Guidance." He says:

“The mind of God as it is disclosed in His providences, and the mind of the Holy Spirit
reveals itself in the soul are one; and, consequently, in their different developments can neve
variance, but will always be at harmony with each other.

"They throw light, the one upon the other. Certain it is that the mind of the Spirit, in all cas
mere practical action and duty, can not, as a general thing, be clearly and definitely asce!
except in connection with providential dispensations. Such dispensations are the outward light
throws a reflex illumination upon the inward light. And this is so general a law of the di
operation, that persons who are truly led by the Spirit of God are generally, and, perhaps, &
found to keep an open eye upon the divine providences, as important and true interpreters
inward leadings. . . . . As instruments of music will not give utterance to their beautiful sounc
they are touched and swept by an outward hand, so the inward inspiration of the Holy Gho
some extent latent in the mind, and is not susceptible of being distinctly analyzed in its resy
to the spiritual ear until it receives its interpretation from the outward application of provide
events."

"If a leading is of God the 'way will always open for it." The Lord assures us of this when He
'When He putteth forth His own sheep He goeth before them, and the sheep follow Him, fo
know His voice.' Notice here the expression, ‘goeth before' and ‘follow.' He goes before to ¢
way, and we are to follow in the way thus opened. It is never a sign of a divine leading w
Christian insists on opening his own way and riding rough shod over all opposing things. If the
goes before us He will open all door for us, and we shall not need ourselves to hammer then
The Word declares: 'Behold, | have set before thee an open door and no man can s
"-Christian's Secret of a Happy Life.

The open door of providential opportunity awaits every person who follows impressions
above.



"I will go before thee," declares Jehovah, to all who follow Him, "and make the crooked p
straight; | will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron." Impre
from above find "crooked places" divinely straightened, gates of brass divinely broken, and k
iron divinely sundered.

The providential openings which thus ever welcome those divinely led are marvelous. God
impresses a Noah to build an ark, or a Solomon a temple, but that means, material and me
their appropriating faith. He never impresses a Philip to go preach to an individual, but tr
prepares the person for Philip's preaching. He never says to an imprisoned Peter "Arise up qt
but that Peter will find chains providentially broken, and gates providentially burst.

The Peters that are mourning because they can not, on account of providential interpositi
what they claim God is impressing them to, are not being influenced by impressions from &
This third door to the secret chamber of certainty, in regard to being divinely led, always flies
as by magic before the face of him whom God is guiding.

God never prompts to do impossibilities, therefore His leadings can always be followed. He
is impressed to do something which in the nature of the case he can not do, may be sure
leading is from some other source than above. Peter Dashaway is often humbled by the failur
impressions to meet this simple test. If the way will not open for us to put our impressio
practice, and providential indications are all to the contrary, it is well to bury them. They ma
hard, but death should be their doom.

We can not forbear to quote further from the luminous teachings of Rev. G. D. Watson o
frequently puzzling point. He says:

"The Holy Ghost never guides us contrary to the Word. The Word never guides us contr
Providence, and Providence does not guide us contrary to the Word or Spirit. So that thes
elements of divine guidance are always harmonious. Some years ago a lady was at the altar
a clean heart; and Satan was there, and in addition to all the other tests which he brought to h
for he may present tests on such occasions, was the following: My wife was speaking to her,
said, 'There is one thing in my way. Something seemed to say to me, 'Will you go to Africa?"
have been more people that have had to go to Africa than anywhere in this universe! | had t
Africa. We all have to go to Africa. Everybody that has got sanctified for the last five years, all
has had to go to Africa. 'Well," my wife said, 'let us see about it; you know God does not ask an
foolish of you; tell me your circumstances.' She had a husband and four or five children and a
to care for. Said my wife (who has more common sense than | have), 'Do you think the Holy
will ask you to do a thing that God's providence wouldn't allow of your doing? Will God's Spirit
against God's providence? And do you think God will ask you to go off to Africa, and leave
children and husband?' Well, she didn't see how He could. Then said my wife, ‘It may be f
twenty years from now God may want you in Africa, and God may turn things so you can go
just simply say, 'Yes, Lord, | will go when you send me," and settle it. All God wants is your |
loyalty. God would rather have your perfect heart loyalty than have Africa, or China, or any
else." She said, 'Yes, Lord, | will do anything you say,' and she got through. That was the
Africa. When you want to be divinely led, simply consult God's providence and consult God's'



and consult the convictions of God's Spirit upon your heart, and the Lord, if you are humbl
teachable, will see that you are properly led."

4. Reasonable. Impressions from above are always in harmony with a spiritually enligh
judgment. God has given us reasoning powers for a purpose, and He respects them, appeals
and all of His leadings are in unison with them. He will bring up all the facts in the case in' s
way as to convince that His leadings are all in harmony with sanctified common sense. Indeed
the first three tests above mentioned are met, reason can but accept the conclusions which the

I have a friend who was frightened from receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit, because
kept suggesting to her that if she did she would have to do absurd and unreasonable thir
"impressed"” her that she ought to go and preach at a political meeting, talk religion to every o
met on the street and everywhere, and do kindred unreasonable things. He made her belit
these impressions came from God instead of him, and thus fearfully perplexed her. Satan t
fact that we are to do good "as we have Opportunity,” and with it sought to compel her to
opportunities. An appeal to this test would have defeated him. God never requires an unrea:s
thing. He invites us to "reason" with Him, and appeals to our judgments that His service
"reasonable service."

As some one has said, it is a wise thing to "rap impressions on the head and see if they hav
sense. If we, in our finiteness, can see that they are unreasonable, the conclusion is resistless
can not come from God. Let it be remembered that we must not depend on our unaided re:
powers for this purpose, but that God helps us to see the truth through their use.

"If we shut our natural eyes we will stumble over many obstacles, and just so if we refu
permit God to illuminate our judgment, or ride recklessly forward over its rightful decisions, we
come to trouble.

God deals with us as with rational beings, and it is a consequence of that recognition
rationality that He does not require us to act upon sudden suggestions or impressions, ever
come from Himself without our first subjecting them to the scrutiny of reason.

"Here it is that we find the ground of our safety in respect to a method of operation upon us
otherwise would be likely to be full of danger.

"Accordingly, when a sudden suggestion is presented to the mind, we ought to delay uj
although it may seem, at first sight, to require immediate action.

"We should compare it with the will of God, as revealed in the Bible.

"We should examine it dispassionately and deliberately, with the best light of reason, ant
the assistance of prayer.

"Indeed, if the suggestion comes from God, it is presented with this very object, not to leac
action without judgment and without reason, but to arouse the judgment from its stupidity, ¢



put it upon a train of important inquiry. . . . . This is a great practical and religious truth, how
much it may be unknown in the experience of those who are not holy in heart; that the decis
a truly sanctified judgment is, and of necessity must be, the voice of God speaking in the ¢
Upham's Divine Guidance.

"Try all things," wrote John Wesley, "by the written Word, and let all bow down before it. "
are in danger of enthusiasm [fanaticism] every hour, if you depart ever so little from Scripture
or from the plain literal meaning of any text taken in connection with the context. And so yo
if you despise or lightly esteem reason, knowledge, or human learning, every one of whicr
excellent gift of God, and may serve the noblest purposes.”

The Holy Spirit is our divinely appointed guide. We are to be led by Him. He speaks direc
our hearts and also through the four mediums mentioned. He never contradicts Himself. So
always perfect harmony between His inward impressions and these four voices.

No impression should be acted on as from above which does not clearly meet these test
God never asks us to act on uncertainties.

To do so is a spiritual crime. "He that doubteth is damned if he eat,” and this principle pres
the doing of anything concerning the rightfulness of which there is doubt.

Impressions from above always meet all four of the above tests, and every impression w
doubtful should be rigidly and prayerfully tried by each.

If Scriptural, right, providential and reasonable, they may be taken as God's voice, and fol
as confidently as the angel brought to earth the tidings of our Savior's birth. Otherwise impre
should be firmly rejected ere they lead into folly, fanaticism and final ruin.

While the above tests are sufficient and final, the following facts are also worthy of notice i
connection.

(a). Divine impressions are persuasive. God does not drive, but leads His children. Impre
from other sources are loud, clamorous, feverish, and seek to drown the Spirit's voice.

Dr. G. D. Watson says:

"You can detect the devil by one or two things. The devil always talks loud. Jesus always
low and tender. I'm talking Greek unless you have ears to hear. 'He that hath ears to hear,
hear." When a spirit makes an impression on my mind, that impression can be made in :
boisterous, rushing, pell-mell sort of way, or that conviction can come quietly and gently
sweetly. When the devil makes an impression on people's hearts, and when he speaks to the
talks loudly. | mean to say that the impression has a loudness in the mind. | am talking me
now."



(b). Impressions from above always give sufficient time to the honest seeker to test
genuineness. Those from below are in a hurry, and fearing detection, clamor for imm
decisions.

"The devil wants you," continues Dr. Watson, "to be in a hurry and rush and go pell-mell an
wait for anything; whereas Jesus is always quiet and He is calm and always takes His
Sometimes, in business matters, the devil makes us think we have got to rush and transact
of business without taking time to pray. But when you take things to God in prayer and you w
God makes an impression on the mind, it always comes gently, tenderly. You wait on and
come again, gently, tenderly. The more you wait on God, if the conviction comes from the
Ghost, the more you wait and the more you pray, the stronger it becomes. If it comes from the
the more you wait and the more you pray, the weaker it grows. You can tell by that. If you have
to some mission work or anything, and you say:' | wish | did know whether it were God or S
you just take time. If the world is on fire, and your house half burned down, you take time an
on God."

While it is true, when duty is clearly known, that "The king's business requireth haste," yet
it is not clearly known it is just as true that "He that believeth shall not make haste.”

A friend of mine recently was cheated out of quite a large sum of money, because he yiel
a loud and hasty impression to lend it to a person who proved to be a scamp. Had he have
prayed, considered and tested the matter, he would have been saved a costly lesson.

(c). Impressions from above welcome the light. Those from below shrink back from it. The
love to be catechised; the second are afraid of tests, and don't like to be questioned. Adam &
when following those from above, were possessed of innocent and holy boldness, and delig
the divine presence; afterwards they instinctively sought to hide from God's searching eye.

Impressions from above, when followed, are attended by a sweet peace and the conscioust
they are right; those from below, by perplexity and the feeling that something is wrong. The
brings rest. The second robs of it.

Impressions from above appeal to our higher spiritual instincts; those from below often t
passions, prejudices, fancies, infatuations and selfish inclinations.

Those from above make us feel, "I ought to do so," and if obeyed there comes a swe
permanent delight in putting the "ought" in practice. Those from below lack this feature, and t
if followed bring gratification, it is but temporary. A serpent hides in every rose they bring, and
is felt its fatal sting.

Impressions from below are destitute of spiritual heat. Satan can counterfeit the light of trut
not the ardent glow of holy love. Hence impressions from him bring spiritual chill and discor
instead of warmth and satisfaction.

Impressions from above ripen into convictions.



Those from below never do. They may crystallize into desires, or imaginations, or opinion:
never become convictions. The first make men like the Apostles after Pentecost so that they ™
but speak" and pray and act. The latter will apologize for expressing itself, and is swept away
the former like leaves before, a gale. It is a part of the mission of the Holy Spirit to fill us with
convictions that we will be like the "mountains round about Jerusalem,” mighty and immove

The conditions which must be met in order to rightfully apply these tests will be noticed
succeeding chapter.

The Holy Spirit is an unerring guide, and he who detects and turns from every wrong impre
and fully follows Him will be led into "all truth."

It should be the aim of every Christian to overcome inattention and forgetfulness and be th

May we each so "try the Spirits,” and "watch and pray," that, like God's people of old, we me
our "pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night," and thus led in a "plain path" be enabled to "s
perfect and complete in all the will of God."

In conclusion, let us again review the rightful tests of all impressions, and ever keep in min
none should be acted upon which does not bear the divine stamps -- S. R. P. R.

S. -- Scriptural. In harmony with God's will as revealed in His Word.

R. -- Right. In harmony with God's will as revealed in man's moral consciousness by the |
God, which is written within his moral nature.

P. -- Providential. In harmony with God's will as revealed in His providential dealings.

R. -- Reasonable. In harmony with God's will as revealed to man's reasoning powers, illum
by Holy Spirit.

All impressions which have not this stamp divine are as valueless as railroad tickets witha
stamp of the issuing office. The reason why many people are thwarted in their plans and con
to get off from trains of action upon which they are attempting to ride, is because they act
impressions which have not this sacred seal.

When an impression has been tried, an is known to be of God, the whole soul should be 1
into it, and it should be firmly, boldly and persistently acted upon. The Christian then should "s
face like a flint," and turn neither to the right hand nor the left. His feelings may weep
imaginations fade, perverted Scripture protest, his infatuations die in despair, his impulse
passions be disappointed, his appetites complain, his prejudices and preconceived noti
abandoned, his friends dismayed, his dreams, signs and chance happenings all prove false
and "Satan rage, and fiery darts be hurled;" yet he will follow "anywhere and everywhere" tha
may lead. "Delivered from every false way," he will test the blessedness of the words of the
Christian philosopher who said: "Happy is he who is not led by mere sights and sounds; t



strange momentary impressions which may come from the disordered senses, from the world
the devil, but by that clear light which illuminates the intellect, the conscience and the heart;
is ever consistent with itself and with God's Word and providences, and which has, in reality,
author the Comforter, the Holy Ghost.

"He will also prove the preciousness of the promise which declares: 'The Lord shall guidke
continually and satisfy thy soul in drouth, and make fat thy bones; and thou shalt be like a w
garden and like a spring of water whose waters fail not." Isaiah 58:11.

Glory be to God that such an experience is possible for every one of His children.



IMPRESSIONS
By
Martin Wells Knapp

CHAPTER VI
IMPRESSIONS PROM ABOVE -- DIVINE GUIDANCE GUARANTEED.

"He will guide you into all truth.” -- John 16:13.

Some people are shy of this subject because others have gone into fanaticism over it. Th
lose great enlightenment which otherwise they might enjoy. Is it sensible to starve to death b
some people persist in eating too much? Shall we cease traveling because occasionally an
occurs? Or freeze to death because some people burn themselves?

Yet it were wiser to do any of the above than to draw back from being "led by the Spirit," si
because some people have abused their privilege. Our privilege to be divinely led is demon
beyond a doubt in the four following ways:

1. By Inspired Promises.
2. By Inspired Examples.
3. By Inspired Experiences.
4. By Inspired Aspirations.

1. Inspired Promises. The testimony from this source is overwhelming, and sufficient to |
assurance doubly sure even if there were no further evidence.

(@). In Psalms 82:8, it is written: "I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way that thou she
| will guide thee with mine eye."

God's eye is here represented as looking out the path for His children, His voice as teachin
and His finger pointing to the right path.

(b). "The steps of a good man are ordered of the Lord, and He delighteth in his way."

This passage shows God's guidance even in "steps." How blessed to know that He will
known what to do, not only in great things, but in the little "steps" which so often cause perpl
The man is not as "good" as he ought to be who does not claim this guidance step by step.

(c). What a privilege it is to have a wise, earthly adviser. Yet such may err. Hence counsel a
needed point is provided for us in Jesus. Hence looking into God with perfect assurance all, |
psalmist, may exclaim: "Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to ¢

(d). In passing through a dense and unknown wilderness, it is a great advantage to ha
directions for the journey; but how much better to have the faithful guide himself to go aheac
not only tell the way but lead in it.



This world is a dark thicket. Millions have lost their path and perished in it.

Glory be to God that He has given us a guide book, and best of all the presence of an ul
Guide. He says: "l will go before you, and make the crooked places straight. | will break in
the gates of brass and break in sunder the bars of iron."”

By His providences He thus prepares the paths in which He leads His children. Red se
walled Jericho's are blown out of the way by His almighty breath.

(e). "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in My name
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrances, whatsoever | have sa
you." It is the special mission of the Holy Spirit to divinely direct. He does not do this, howe
independently. The "all things" which it is promised that He shall teach and remind of, are the:
of Jesus: "Whatsoever | have said unto you."

He unfolds no new principles, but simply reminds of and helps to understand those al
revealed. It is just as really the mission of the Spirit to do this work as it was of the Son to d
us.

(f). "Howbeit, when He the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into all truth; for He sf
not speak of himself; but whatsoever He shall hear that shall He speak; . . . . He shall glorify r
He shall receive of mine and shall show it unto you."

Here He is represented as a Guide. He will lead into "all truth.” The "all truth,” Jesus decla
be the truth revealed by Him. "He shall receive of mine and shall show it unto you." The truth \
Jesus proclaims may be likened to a beautiful temple filled with all that the spiritual man ne
meet all the demands of his being for time and for eternity. These things are all unseen to the
eye. The Spirit prepares the heart, and then leads the soul on and on, higher and higher, thre
aisles and labyrinths of this temple, unfolding its secrets, explaining its mysteries, and bringil
its beauties until we are lost "in wonder, love and praise."

(9). "If any of you lack wisdom let him ask of God, who giveth to all men liberally and upbrait
not, and it shall be given him."

Note the following points in this precious promise.

Guidance for all. "If any of you lack."

Guidance from God. "Let him ask of God."

Guidance given without grudging. "Giveth to all men liberally."

Guidance positively assured. "It shall be given him."



The above mentioned, and other kindred promises, make more firm than the mighty mou
the foundation upon which the child of God can base his assurance of being divinely led.

They challenge the present appropriating faith of all who are meeting the conditions upon
they are given.

They are a priceless parcel of the "many exceeding great and precious promises whereby
made partakers of the divine nature.”

Promises of pardon, cover all our guilt.
Promises of purity, all our pollution.
Promises of power, all our weakness.

And these promises for being divinely led, all our perplexity in regard to action.
No wonder the poet sings:

"Precious promise God has given,
To the weary passer by,

All the way from earth to heaven,

| will guide thee with mine eye."

The revelation of the Christian's privilege and his wealth in these promises, opened up to
mind a vision of wonderful possibilities which had hitherto been hid.

It is just as glorious a privilege to trust these promises for guidance as it is to trust other prc
for salvation.

Glory be to God for the abundant provision He has made, not only to cover all our sin
supply all our need.

2. Inspired Examples. Enoch was so divinely led that he continually "walked with God,"
followed His counsels so fully that there is no record of his slightest deviation.

Abraham not only received great spiritual blessings, but appropriated God's guidan
completely that he was divinely directed in his travels, in choosing' his homestead, in his knov
of the doom of Sodom, and in accumulating an immense fortune.

The stories of Jacob, of Joseph, of Moses, of a nation led by a pillar of cloud by day and
by night, are replete with illustrations of how God's people have looked to and been marvelou
by Him.

All the mistakes, the wanderings and the captivity of His people came, because they failed |
and heed His voice; but whenever they listened He revealed Himself and granted the needed \



The explicit directions which He unfolded for the construction of the Tabernacle and afterv
of the Temple, are but illustrations of His ability and willingness to give minute directions at €
needed point, no matter how small it may be, to all who are "workers together with Him."

Joshua must have been fully instructed, or he could not have fully followed. Daniel, div
directed, was meet for every emergency, and his wisdom was a wonder to the world.

Not only were the illustrious lights of Old Testament history thus divinely led, but there were
numberless stars of lesser magnitude whose beams were hid in the obscurity of the humble
of life; yet who, guided by God's hand, moved and shone "as the sun when he goeth forth
might."

They were so firm in their convictions that their actions were prompted by the Unseen One
rather than do violence to their divine instructions they submitted to be "stoned,"” "sawn asu
and "slain with the sword." Oh, for an army of such heroes. Souls so possessed of the idea t
are actuated in all things by the power that upholds suns and systems, that they will die rath
turn traitor to it.

The New Testament firmament is no less resplendent with stars, whose orbits are divinely
than is the Old. It opens with Joseph, Mary, Simeon and the wise men from the East, who wi
beam brightly as examples of those who have tested God's promises to fully guide. The G
shine with the dazzling splendor of Him who, in His humanity as our example, ever so fully le:
the Father's will that He always said and did those things, and those only that were "pleasing
sight.”

The Acts of the Apostles teems with telling incidents illustrating this principle. The Apostles
"filled with the Spirit" and "led by the Spirit." They could not have been led by Him had they
first have learned His leadings.

The promise which Jesus gave them that He would teach them how to answer their enemi
that the Spirit of the Father should speak through them, found such fruitful fulfilment that all
adversaries "were not able to resist the wisdom and spirit" by which they spake.

They were gifted with such divine wisdom that they outwitted both ecclesiastical intrigue
Roman power, and while the cry "crucify Him" was still echoing from Mount Calvary, they
established a kingdom which will flourish when Jerusalem and Rome are forgotten -- even fc

3. Inspired Experiences. In addition to the inspired examples recorded in the Word, ment
which has just been made, there is also the experiences of all of God's children who "abide ur
shadow of the Almighty," attesting the same truth.

Among the many remarkable instances of guidance recorded in the Life of Madam Guyor
shone amid the darkness of papal superstition like the sun through a thunder cloud, we qu
following. It relates to a complex business matter, which unaided, she could not have handle
says:



"The day when the trial was to come on, after prayer | felt myself strongly pressed to go
judges. | was wonderfully assisted therein, even so as to discover and unravel all the tur
artifices of this affair, without knowing how I could have been ableto doit. . . . . God enable
to manifest the truth in so clear a light, and give me such power to my words that the inte
thanked me for having so seasonably come to undeceive, and set him right in the affair. Ha
have done this he assured me the cause had been lost."

Through prayer and faith God thus gave wisdom to this illustrious saint, and it was this wi:
which made her illustrious. She followed the divine voice so fully that she could say:

"It seemed to me that my soul became like the New Jerusalem spoken of in the Apoce
prepared as a bride for her husband, and where there is no woe, sorrow or sighing.

"I had a union so great with the good will of God that my own will seemed entirely lost. My
could not incline itself on one side or the other, since another will had taken the place of its ow
only nourished itself with the daily providences of God."

Thus led by the Word, the Spirit and daily providences, she continued to glow with incre:
splendor until she past to her celestial home.

"The Living God," says George Muller, "is my partner.” | have not sufficient wisdom to nr
these difficulties, so as to be able to know what steps to take, but He is able to direct me. Wha
therefore to do is this: in simplicity to spread my case before my heavenly Father and my Lord
They are my partners. | have to tell out my heart to God, and as | have no wisdom in myself t
all the many difficulties which continually occur in my business, | ask Him that He would be ple
to guide and direct me, and supply me with the needful wisdom. Then | have to believe that G
do so, and go with good courage to my business, and expect help from Him in the next difficul
may come before me. | have to look out for guidance; | have to expect counsel from the Lor
as assuredly as | do so, | shall have it; | shall find that | am not nominally but really in partne
with the Father and with the Son."

By claiming this guidance Mr. Muller has been enabled to "remove mountains” of difficulty,
God through him has wrought marvels which will inspire the faith and zeal of His children while
world stands.

Frances Ridley Havergal, whose songs and books have thrilled the Christian world, in all 1
claimed this blessed privilege. Making mention of it in its application to the use of means she
"We look up to our Lord for guidance to lay out His money prudently and rightly, and as He w
have us lay it out. The gift or garment is selected under His eye, and with conscious reference
as our dear Master, for whose sake we shall give it, or in whose service we shall wear it, and
own silver and gold we shall pay for it, and then it is all right."

Numberless living witnesses join their testimony to the many who have gone before, that (
a true, sure, constant and wonderful Counselor, and that His guidance is accessible to all wt



the conditions upon which it is promised. For a further unfolding of this thought see "C
Crowned Within," Chapter XIV.

4. Inspired Aspirations. There is a heaven-born aspiration in the heart of every truly con\
person to be divinely led.

Without such leading there is a deep sense of inability to solve life's problems and me
perplexities.

All other human needs are met and satisfied in Jesus, and this one is no exception.

For guilt there is provided pardon.
For pollution, purity.
For weakness, power.
For spiritual hunger, the Bread of Life.
For spiritual thirst, the Water of Life.
For spiritual sickness, a great Physician.
For spiritual poverty, an eternal inheritance.
For spiritual guidance, divine wisdom.

God creates the desire to receive this wisdom because He has made provision to give it,
very fact that He inspires it is a token that He has it to give. God does not create desires in
mock them with fruitless longings, but because He loves to supply their every need, and has .
so to do. This reason, combined with those before mentioned, shows conclusively our privil
all things to avail ourselves of the services of a mighty Counselor. His unerring eye will lead
the way that we should go. With Him enthroned within, neither poverty nor distance need ke
from His counsels, nor from knowing and doing His will.

In the light of the four-fold testimony given there remains not a shadow of doubt as to (
ability and willingness to lead all who will follow His instructions. Glorious privilege! Tl
conditions upon which it may be realized are simple, plain and important, and will be noticed fi
on.

"He leadeth me! oh! blessed thought,
Oh! words with heav'nly comfort fraught;
Whate'er | do, where'er | be,

Still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me.

He leadeth me! He leadeth me!
By His own hand He leadeth me;
His faithful follower | would be,
For by His hand He leadeth me.

"Sometimes 'mid scenes of deepest gloom,
Sometimes where Eden's bowers bloom,



By waters still, o'er troubled sea, --
Still 'tis His hand that leadeth me.

“Lord, | would clasp Thy hand in mine,
Nor ever murmur nor repine --
Content, whatever lot | see,
Since 'tis my God that leadeth me.

"And when my task on earth is done,
When, by Thy grace the victory's won,
E'en death's cold wave | will not flee,
Since God through Jordan leadeth me."



IMPRESSIONS
By
Martin Wells Knapp

CHAPTER VII
IMPRESSIONS FROM ABOVE -- CONDITIONS OF BEING LED BY THEM

"Then keep thy conscience sensitive,
No inward token miss,
And go where grace entices thee,
Perfection lies in this." -- Faber.

In order to be at one's best for detecting impressions from below, and being led by thost
above, the following conditions must be met:

Conversion. The unregenerated heart is a camera prepared for impressions from below
receives them as greedily as the parched earth drinks in a shower. It has no affinity for thos
above, but resolutely repels them. All of its telegraph wires are manipulated by the enemy, a
with great difficulty that its King can reach it with a message. Of such it is truly said: "For
people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have clo
at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and be converted, and |
heal them." Conversion opens the spiritual eyes and ears, and enables to discern the spirits
they be of God.

Purity. Inbred sin in the heart of the believer is a great hindrance to being divinely led. It i
dust in the eye which pains and blinds it; like wax in the ear which deadens the hearing.

"After you are sanctified,” says Dr. Watson, "the devil comes up to you and hunts all aroun
says: 'Where is my instrument gone? | could run my fingers over the carnal mind and play a 1
this man's soul.' He finds no wire in your soul to pull on now. He used to pull on your judgmer
reason and carnal nature, but that is all gone and he finds nothing but Christ.

"When the devil finds out he has no territory in you. he gets mad, flings off his coat, and b
to blaspheme. He will say: "You have professed holiness, and you know you haven'tit.' You
know how plainly the devil can talk to you until you are sanctified. Before he could run into the
door of your heart and pull the wires; but after you are sanctified the devil has got to fight you
outside. He will come to your face and tell you you are not sanctified, and you know it! He
threaten you with falling; he will talk to you intellectually, and pronounce words in your minc

"Before we are sanctified the method of the devil is to work in Christian people through
carnal mind without letting them know it is the devil. He will come to Christian men, to Chris
women, Christian ministers, good people who are endeavoring to serve God, and are on the
heaven; he will work his plans and purposes upon them by using their carnal mind, and so wc
they think it is their wisdom. The devil will come to an unsanctified Christian who is converted,
will put a certain idea into his mind or heart, and he will say: 'Now, isn't that wise, isn't that pru



isn't that cautious?' Thus he will work on their prudential motives, on their reason, and on
carnal fears. He will work on their man-fearing spirit; he will work on their worldly policy and tt
worldly wisdom, making a playground upon their carnal mind.

"Now, mark you, he has no possession of God's children, but he will annoy them and disturl
and hinder them. They are doing ten thousand things in which they do not dream they are dc
devil's work. The devil goes to Christian people and gets them to have a church theatric
wouldn't dare have them start a regular theater with all the accessories, but he goes and w
their worldly policy and their worldly mind, so that when they have got these things up, ch
members do not know they are doing the devil's work. They say: "We are doing this to raise r
for our church. It is laudable.' They think they are right. They simply are doing the devil's wol
the devil's suggestions, only the devil is hiding himself, and laughing at them all the while."

If, then, we would be at our best to detect the impressions which are continually coming to L
having our hearts "purified by faith,” must be cleansed from inbred sin.

George Muller says: "Only maintain an upright heart. But if you live in sin, if you willfully a
habitually do things which you know to be contrary to the will of God, then you can not expe
be heard by Him. 'If | regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear me.™

There must be a belief that God will make His guidance known. "If any man lack wisdom le
ask of God, who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him, but let hir
in faith nothing wavering, for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the winc
tossed. For let not that man think he shall receive anything of the Lord." -- Jos. 1: 6-8.

Unbelief in God's ability and promises to guide will leave the soul like a ship at sea with no
and at the mercy of wind and waves.

There must be complete commitment to God. Hence it is written: "Commit thy way unto the
trust also in Him and He shall bring it to pass.” Any mental reservation in the commitmen
deaden the discerning of the divine voice.

Spurgeon said: "Brethren, | can testify for my God that when | have submitted my will tc
directing Spirit, | have always had reason to thank Him for His wise counsel. But when | have
at His hands, having already made up my own mind, | have had my own way; but like as He
Israelites with quails from heaven, while the meat was yet in their mouth, the wrath of God
upon them."

He who employs a physician or attorney puts the case fully in their hands and follows
directions. Jesus is the soul's great Physician, and the lost man's lawyer. Infinite in wisdom
love, the most timid soul need not fear to commit itself unreservedly to Him. Any shrinking here
cost what is worth more than worlds. The soul must be like a ship sailing under sealed
unrevokably committed to execute the orders when opened, no matter what they are. Itis G
direct; ours to execute. We are accountable only for the execution; He for the results. Prai
name!



Unless it is a settled question with us that we will follow God's guidance when it is cle
revealed, at any cost, we can never know it, but will be a prey of impressions from below.

| heard a minister say that there had been times when he would pray for light on certain su
and then get up and hurry away lest he would get an answer that he would not like. Such ¢
arise from their knees but to stumble on in darkness.

We must not only "commit our ways" unto God, but also the time and manner of them. "(
says an eminent minister, "not only requires us to obey and serve Him, but to obey and sen
in His own time and way. In the eye of God voluntary disobedience in the manner of a thing,
same as disobedience in the thing itself."

He who consents to obey God, but seeks to dictate the time of so doing, is as unwis
blacksmith that would hammer the iron either before it is heated or after it cools off instead of
it is hot and flexible. Had Joshua dictated as to the time and manner of taking Jericho,
doubtless would have been defeated, and his own name have sunk into oblivion. For transg
in the manner of obedience, Moses was debarred from the promised land.

God said to David: "When thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry tree
thou shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the Lord go out before thee, to smite the Philistines.”

There is a mighty significance in the two "thens" in the preceding paragraph. "THEN thou
bestir thyself, for THEN shalt the Lord go out before thee."

Confusion ever comes to all who say now when God says "tomorrow,” and who say "tomo
when God says "now."

Acknowledgment. Another divinely decreed condition of guidance is acknowledgment. “In a
ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy paths." As justification is conditioned ol
acknowledgment of Jesus as a personal Savior, and entire sanctification, an acknowledgmer
Holy Ghost as a personal sanctifier, so divine guidance is conditioned on the acknowledgmen
Spirit as a personal Guide. Nor will a wholesale theoretical acknowledgment answer this pu

“In all thy ways" implies claiming His counsels in things small as well as great. We have Scri
warrant for acknowledging God in everything that is of as much concern to us as one of the h
our heads.

To withhold this hearty specific acknowledgment is as if a patient should decline to counse
his physician on minor matters relating to disease, and refuse to own the complete committa
case into his physician's hands. God will not honor those who would avail themselves
advantages of His counsels, but are ashamed to own that they are thus' divinely directed. "Ir
ways" means business "ways," home "ways," church "ways," private "ways," public "ways
"ways." May we each meet this condition, and test the blessedness of the promise, and whe
need wisdom to find a "lost key" or to prepare a revival sermon, verily, it will be given.



Goodness. "The steps of a good man are ordered of the Lord, and He delighteth in his wa
bad follow their own counsels and suffer the consequences, but the "good" man meets
conditions whereby he is enabled to distinguish between impressions from below and voice
above, and hence his very "steps," as well as the path of his life, are ordered by God. No
should be taken which is not thus ordered. In the light of this bright and blessed promise ther
not be. This is one of the special favors which God lavishes upon the "good."

Patience. "Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for him." Jesus never seemed hurried, and y
busy!

He who tramples beneath his feet the great Scriptural truth that "He that believeth shall nof
haste,” and is too hurried to candidly canvass the matter, and closes his eyes to reason ar
providences, is "too much possessed of self or Satanic influences" to be led by holy influen
order to be divinely led we must, says Upham, "cease from self and from its turbulent and de
elements; cease to place ourselves and our personal interests foremost and keep our ow
purposes and aims in entire subjection. For instance, when we ask God to guide us, we mus
the same time cherish in our hearts a secret determination and hope to guide ourselves. .
existence of undue eagerness of spirit is an evidence that we are in some degree afraid to tri
and that we are still too much under the life of nature.”

God says:" Be still and know that | am God," and such stillness is frequently necessary to
one to discern the harmony of the four voices through which God speaks to the soul.

All who can say with the psalmist, "I waited patiently for the Lord," will soon with him be a
to add: "And He inclined unto me and heard my cry."

He who attempts to test impressions in a nervous and hurried way, is as unwise as he whc
listen to a response from a telephone in that manner. In both cases confusion instead of sati
will be the result.

Humility. The proud, self-willed man seeks not to know God's voice. Voices from below with
drown out all others. Not the haughty but "the meek will he guide in judgment, and the mee
He teach His way." From the wise and prudent and self-sufficient, God's guidance is hic
"revealed unto babes," the teachable, humble, Christlike.

Dependence on God. It is fatal to divine guidance to trust unduly in self, or friends, or b
Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding."

Human understanding is finite and errs. God's is infinite and can not err. Hence the "whole
of him who would be divinely led must go out to God for the knowledge of His perfect will.

Guidance Must be Claimed. Jesus says of this as of all His priceless gifts: "Ask, and ye
receive."



" Must be Sought with Pure Motives. Of those who seek for selfish ends it is written: "Ye as
receive not, because ye ask amiss."

Be Prepared for Surprises. God very probably will not decide as you expect.

"You must remember," writes the author of The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life, "that oul
has all knowledge and all wisdom, and that, therefore, it is very possible He may guide yo
paths wherein He knows great blessings are awaiting you, but which to the short-sighted hum:
around you seem sure to result in confusion and loss. You must recognize the fact that
thoughts are not as man's thoughts, nor his ways as man's ways; and that He who knows th
things from the beginning, alone can judge of what the results of any course of action may |

When Saul of Tarsus cried out: "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" the answer was dou
as surprising to him as a stroke of lightning from a clear sky; but he was ready for the surpri:
welcomed it.

When | asked God to reveal His will to me concerning my life-work, | had no more idea of n
things that have since been revealed than a heathen has of holiness or heaven.

One Must be Dead. Dead to sin, to self, and dead to the world.

"So dead that no desire shall rise
To pass for good, or great, or wise,
In any but my Savior's eyes."

So dead to all voices from sinful and doubtful sources that they will influence our actions no
than if they had been silent. In the stillness of the funeral of self the voices from the skies are
heard. Therefore, "likewise reckon yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God tl
Jesus Christ our Lord."

Over such Madam Grundy's voice has no power, and all impressions from below are recei
coldly as caresses by a corpse.

Be Filled with the Spirit. This is the all important preparation. It includes all of the others. It ¢
an insight into Satan's devices that can be possessed in no other way. It gives the ears
discernment that will detect the slightest deviation of any impression from the four-fold harn

"To him who is crucified to self,” says Dr. Watson; "The Holy Spirit grants an illumination :
direction, incomprehensible to imperfect believers. He can discern in the providence of the |
a special significance and minuteness which others are blind to. He can detect clear indicat
God's will in the written Word which others grossly stumble over, and besides these he can he
inner voice of the Spirit, can know the touches of a divine finger on his soul impelling him alon
God-given orbit."



Fully possessed of the Spirit, the soul becomes a magnet which draws to itself all
impressions, but leaves the dross behind.

It is, therefore, a qualification of being divinely led of such paramount importance that .
would allow no preacher, after the opening of the Holy Ghost dispensation, to go forth withc
and the church in its purity as it came fresh from the mind of God selected only those thus fi
oversee her temporal concerns. Acts 6:3.

He who meets the above conditions will be at his best to discern the nature of all impres
Though like Job he may sometimes be sorely tried, yet God will not permit him to "wal
darkness."”

Above all the din of voices which are not divine, he will be able to hear the still small v
saying: "This is the way, walk ye in it." Though Satan may come as an "angel of light," ye
presence will pale before the celestial sunshine which illuminates within, and his icy waves of
light will be lost amid the burning beams of the sun which never sets. Hallelujah!



IMPRESSIONS

By
Martin Wells Knapp

CHAPTER VIII
PRACTICAL, APPLICATION OF THE PRECEDING PRINCIPLES

If ye know these things happy are ye if ye do them. John 13:17.

Let us apply the preceding principles to a few practical matters such as are constantly corn
for decision.

1. A Call to the Ministry. A young man finds himself the subject of a strong impression to de
his life to the ministry.

He is an honest believer and anxious to make no mistake.

He knows that such an impression may come from Satan, or friends, or fancy, and desire:
be deceived on the one hand, nor to resist God on the other.

He commits all to God, asks for promised wisdom from above, and then proceeds to see
leading bears the divine stamp: "S. R. P. R."

1. S. Is it Scriptural? It is evident that a call to the ministry is in harmony with the Word. S
does not need to tarry long at this point.

2. R. Is it right for him to respond to such a call? If he finds that in so doing that his circumst
are such that he will be compelled to wrong his family, or his creditors, or others in so doinc
fact will settle the matter, either that the impression is not of God, or else that the time has no
to put it in practice. If, however, all is right he is prepared to pass to the next test.

3. P. If the impression is of God the way will open for him to either begin the work or to pre
for it.

When God calls a person to preach he notifies the church of the fact, and she, if awake, or
door for him. Sometimes, however, she is asleep, and hence does not hear this summons f
Head to this act.

| know of a young man whom God called to preach. The Word was "like fire shut up ir
bones." His gifts were not as apparent on the surface as with some, and pastor and official boz
considering his case, declined granting even an exhorter's license. He kept right with Gc
awaited providential indications. At once doors opened, and invitations came for him to &
revival meetings. He did so. Great success attended his labors. Scores and hundreds were c«
The pastor and official board saw their mistake, and unsolicited, reconsidered his case, sent h



preacher's license, and he is now one of the most successful soul-winning pastors in the M
Conference.

The way always opens if the call is of God, for of all such it is written: "Behold, | have set b
thee an open door, and no man can shut it."

4. R. Next comes the application of the final test -- Is it reasonable?

A person unenlightened by the Holy Ghost, and trained to think that success lies only
accumulation of cash would say no.

But God's child, with divinely anointed eyes, will see things differently.

If he has no voice or other gifts for the work, either hidden or manifest, that will settle the m
but if he has, and the above tests are all met, then this one will soon be settled. Given the fact
800,000,000 souls who never heard the gospel, the fact that God has revealed it as His will tt
shall all be reached as speedily as possible, the fact that the demand for a wise, cons
Spirit-baptized ministry, is always greater than the supply, that a perfect avalanche of souls is 1
to doom each year, with no energetic, adequate effort being made to save them; and commc
responds in the affirmative, and these four voices through which God speaks to men's mind
with the Spirit's call, and the conviction that he must preach becomes so strong that, like P
feels, "Woe unto me if | preach not the gospel,” and if the "fullness of the Spirit" be claimed, i
soon become the delight of his life.

| well remember my own experience at this point. | had always felt that if | was converted | v
be called to preach. Soon after my conversion, the words: "Go ye into all the world and prea
gospel," was applied to me in a wonderful way. | felt that God was calling me. | was "unspeak
diffident, and did not see how | could ever succeed, but dare not say no. | mentioned it to k
person, but did all | could to prepare for it. | was assured that it was Scriptural and right, but th
did not open to preach for over four years. | began my studies preparatory to conference exam
and felt sure in my heart that God would unfold the gift within in some way, and that in His tim
way would open.

It opened first by my being given charge of a rural Sunday-school, and next by being sent
preach in a neglected neighborhood, where a revival at once broke out, and a class was or
which stands today. When conference came | was duly recommended and given work, and C
let the fire fall all along. To Him be glory forever!

To a woman called to preach the way of work often seems more hedged up than to a man, |
the church may not officially recognize her call, or provide for her preparation to fill it as with
brother. God, however, if He be fully followed, will open a way through every hedge, and lea
loyal children to the work to which He calls; and the four-fold test being met they will be as ce
of the divinity of their call as of their own existence.



| know a successful woman preacher, wife of a Methodist minister, who, when called to pr
was firmly opposed by her father.

All the tests of a genuine call were met, but his opposition continued to increase. She was
but shrank from crossing her father's will. Finally a call came to aid in revival work. She felt the
must obey God rather than man, and decided to accept of it. "Tell Bro. that you come v
your father's consent," was the painful message which followed her from her father's lips as <
her home for the ripe harvest field.

She had scarcely reached her destination, however, when a letter reached her from him giv
and free consent.

God tested her obedience and tried her faith, and then melted the opposition, and bles
ministry to the salvation of many.

In His own time and manner He will thus level all mountains which are in the way of all who
follow Him.

A call to mission work can be tested the same as a call to the ministry.

Marriage. Usefulness and happiness for life may depend upon the rightful settlement c
guestion. How can people be sure their union is of God? Shall fancy, feeling or infatuation c
the matter, or shall it be submitted to reason, right and God? Let us apply the tests. Two pers
drawn towards each other, and feel that perhaps they should be one.

5. First of all they ask: "Would our union be Scriptural?" They find on general principles
marriage is commended in the Word. God instituted it. He declares that "It is not good for i
be alone,"” and that "Marriage is honorable to all.”

They apply the principles of Scripture to their own peculiar cases. If one proves to t
unconverted person, then the explicit Scripture command: "Be not unequally yoked togethe
unbelievers,” makes further testing needless. Many rush blindly over this mandate to regret i
it is too late.

It may be that both are believers, but that one of them is divorced from a former compani
other than the one cause for which Scripture allows divorce, and that, therefore, it would
adulterous union.

A member of a church, of which | was pastor, once called for me to perform his mar
ceremony. He was a noble Christian man.

| asked him a few questions, and soon learned that his proposed wife had a husband livit
while divorced by the law of the land, he was not sure that the sin on the part of her husband
free by the law of Christ. | read to him Matt. 5: 82. and parallel passages, and explained to hi
on account of these Bible truths | was not free to perform the ceremony. "Then," said he, "l €



free to have it performed.” He continued, "She is the only woman | ever loved, but | should
thought of this before. | dread to break the news to her, but | must be true to Christ.”

He was all broken down, but remained loyal to his Convictions.

It may also be found that one of the persons is breaking sacred betrothal vows. Then the Sc
rule of "doing as one would be done by" and honesty in paying sacred vows, prohibits the fo
for a moment of a new affection.

When the hearts of a man and woman have been united, and they have acknowledged it
other, and promised to be one for life, they should hold their union as sacred as if the
ceremony had already been said. They are united in God's sight, and before Him have no mc
to allow alienation than if the public seal had been already set. He who tramples upon betrothz
plays with chain lightning, and will suffer for it.

R. The sanction of Scripture being secured, then comes the test: Is it right? Will it wrong an
Is there any physical or other disability?

At this point the Christian will remember that it is written: "Whatsoever ye do in word or dt
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus," and also further that, "Whether ye eat or drink or what
ye do, do all to the glory of God."

If he finds that he is actuated by some minor motive, like the gratification of self, or betterin
position in society, or gaining wealth, or merely getting a housekeeper, and that God's glory
his chief aim in the matter, he should wait until he knows that it is.

P. Next, does the way open? Providential barriers at this point have often settled this as
other questions. If uncontrollable circumstances make the union an impossibility that prov
divine seal is not upon it, or that it must be deferred.

R. Finally, is it reasonable? Tastes may be so different, education so diverse, ambitic
opposed, and temperaments so unfitting, that this alone would show that they are not divinely

But where these tests are all met, and there exists on the part of both persons a convicti
God unites them, and this conviction deepens as the days fly, there can be no doubt as to its

The careful application of these principles would prevent many hasty, unwise and unscri
marriages, and hence dry up the fountain which feeds so many divorces.

It would lead to such unions as God delights to own, and families whose days would be
"days of heaven upon earth."

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Every believer soon after conversion feels a heart longing f
blessed baptism of the Holy Spirit, which will fully cleanse from all inbred sin, and thus
complete victory over fear, impatience, unbelief, pride, and all the uprisings which are felt from



to time in the heart which has not accepted the Holy Spirit as its complete sanctifier. This lo
may find but incomplete expression, yet a deep heart hunger it is there, and craves satisfac

A strong impression soon conies to such a soul that complete victory is provided throug
atonement, that God requires entire holiness, and that it should be sought and received as d
as conversion. Flying to the fourfold tests for light it is found first.

S. That the feeling is Scriptural. God commands: "Be ye holy." The Word also declares: "I
filled with the Spirit." "This is the will of God, even your sanctification." "For God hath not cal
us unto uncleanness but unto holiness."

It also promises cleansing from "All filthiness of the flesh and Spirit,” and that "We be
delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve Him without fear in holiness and righteot
before Him all the days of our life."

Jesus also promised that He would send the Holy Spirit, and commanded His disciples t
until they received Him. The Apostles and members of the early church received this indueme
the Word declares that it is for all believers.

Prophets, Apostles and Jesus possessed this experience, and under its influence their lives
with holy fire.

Scripture command, precept, promise, experience and prophecy, all combine to show tha
believer may claim by faith this precious legacy, and be as conscious that the Holy Spirit
sanctifies as he is that Jesus fully forgives. Glory be to God for such assurance!

R. In regard to the rightfulness of such an experience there can be no doubt. If it is right tc
God, to be pure, and live a holy life, then this is right.

P. Next, is it attainable? If the conditions of receiving it are such that they can not be mef
all are providentially debarred from this privilege. On the other hand, however, they are simple
and practicable. A complete consecration which yields every power and possession entirely
forever, and then a present faith in the promises which offer the gift of the Holy Ghost, are th
conditions upon which this priceless boon is granted. These conditions all can meet who will,
this voice unites with the two preceding in proclaiming, that the impulse to be filled with the S
is of God.

R. That such an experience is "a reasonable service," is seen from the following facts:
God commands it and promises it.
The wisest and most successful saints have claimed it and proclaimed it.

It satisfies the longings of the soul.



It delivers from besetments, and gives new power to work for God and resist the devil.

It convinces the world as nothing else will of the divinity of our religion.

God has given it to all who have met the conditions, and "He is no respecter of persons.'

It is the only thing that will enable one to be perfectly holy.

Without it, it is impossible to be free from carnality.

With it growth in grace is greatly facilitated.

Without, our joy can not be full.

It casts out all slavish fear.

It pleases God and makes its possessor like Jesus.

For these, and many other reasons, it is seen beyond a doubt that this leading bears the
scrutiny of reason, who joins her overwhelmingly convincing testimony with that of the three

judges declaring the divinity of this impulse.

An impulse which with multitudes has become such a conviction as to lead them out int
boundless ocean of Jesus' perfect love.

Associates. There are so many societies and lodges which crowd their claims upon peoj
the question of affiliation with them often arises. Such action should be summoned before
scrutinizing tests.

S. If the society has only worldly aims, is controlled by worldly people, and is sustaine
worldly expedients, then the Scripture commands: "Come out from among them and be ye sey
and "Be not conformed to the world," should settle the matter without further investigation.

R. Would affiliation with it be right? Would time and money thus spent be for the glory of G
Would it lead to saying or doing anything that Jesus would not approve?

P. Is the way open for spending the time which would be thus taken without infringing on
sacred duties? Is there no other providential barrier?

R. Is it reasonable to unite with it? Will spirituality be blurred or brightened? Is it the |
investment for the time and money it will take?

Will my example in uniting be such as | will be glad to have young converts and others fol
Have | reason to believe that Jesus would do likewise were He in my place? If there is doubit
a rightful answer to any of the above questions, reason will demand a stop, and refuse to a



signet until the doubt disappears. He who turns a deaf ear to any one of these four friendly cou
does so at his peril, and sooner or later will find that he has grasped thorns instead of roses

Tobacco. Apply these principles to the use of tobacco, a habit which counts its slaves |
million, and we find that duty in the matter is clearly declared.

Scripture commands: "Be ye clean who bear the vessels of the Lord,” and" Whether ye
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." As its use is a manifest violation of ec
these principles, it must ever lack the sacred seal of Holy Writ.

R. Right affirms that its use is wrong, because it pollutes the breath, impairs the health, f
disease, sets a bad example, wastes money, and transgresses both the principles and prece
Bible.

P. Providence points to the many ways that the money thus worse than wasted could be
used.

R. Reason shouts AMEN to the decisions of her three sister voices, and emphasizes the
chewing up and squirting out or smoking away money that might be used to glorify God.

Clark in his excellent book on "The Offices of the Holy Spirit,” says:

"Whenever the will of God is clearly revealed in the Bible in regard to any subject, our du
regard to that subject is determined. We are not to expect an inward revelation in addition
outward one to show us what to do.

"If Jesus says: 'Do not kill, do not steal, do not bear false witness, defraud not, honor thy
and mother,’ we need no other revelation in regard to our duty in these particulars.

"And the Scriptures do go into more detailed directions than we should imagine, until we act
ourselves thoroughly with them. If the Christian lady wishes to know how she may dress sc
please God, she finds that women are 'To adorn themselves in modest apparel;' and witt
providence and the Holy Spirit to assist the sincere inquirer in determining, | think few would b
long in doubt.

"If we want to know what kind of talk is acceptable to God, we read (1) that we are to I
corrupt communication proceed out of our mouth, nor any foolish talking, and (2) that our talk
to be good 'to the use of edifying.’

"If we are in doubt how to treat our enemies and those who have injured us, we are told ex:
'‘Love your enemies,’ 'Pray for them that despitefully use you,' ‘Avenge not yourselves.' And
civil or personal rights are invaded, we are asked, 'Why do ye not rather suffer wrong than
law?" and told that charity, which is perfect love, 'seeketh not her own." And the universal d
Christians when praying is, 'Forgive, if ye have aught against any man.'



"If we want to understand our obligations to the civil magistrates and rulers, we are told to |
them, to obey them in all things, not in conflict with our duty to the King of kings, to pray for th
and to pay tribute to them.

"If we are at a loss as to how far we may join in the pleasures and customs of the world, \
enjoined not to be conformed to the world, and assured that 'If any man love the world, the |
the Father is not in him." It is to the written Word then that we are first to look for the knowled
our Christian duties as well as for the knowledge of salvation."”

In applying these tests all light should be welcomed, the Scriptures should be diligently stt
good books read, wise counselors conferred with, and above all the presence and guidanc
Holy Spirit should be constantly claimed.

All the conditions mentioned in the preceding chapter should also be met. Converted, cle
filled, acknowledging God's guidance, persistently praying and believing for it, and patiently we
for and expecting it in the use of all known means, it will be freely and graciously given.

Only a few of the practical questions which are daily arising have been noticed, but the
process of testing will apply to all.

It is the gracious privilege of every Christian in this way to be so assuringly convinced a
truthfulness and divinity of his convictions, that with Isaiah he can exclaim:

"For the Lord God will help me; therefore | shall not be confounded; therefore have | set my
like a flint, and | know | shall not be ashamed."



IMPRESSIONS
By
Martin Wells Knapp

CHAPTER IX
CONVICTIONS FROM ABOVE -- RESULTS OF BEING LED BY THEM

"This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein da
night, that thou mayest observe to do all that is written therein; for then thou shalt have th:
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success." -- Joshua 1: 8.

Impressions which are of God ripen into convictions. They are to convictions what the blo
IS to the fruit. No impression should be followed until it has thus ripened. When it has it mu
obeyed, and God will always bless such obedience with blessed and abundant fruitage.

The results are so sweet and soul-satisfying that simply a review of them is an inspiratior
The following are among the many fruits which abound in all who are thus led.

Calmness. A holy calm possesses the soul which is conscious that God is leading. It may
contrary to natural inclinations, and like Paul, against the protests of countrymen and bosom f
yet amid all oppositions, it may be as peaceful as Galilee beneath the Master's silencing cor

Confidence. Righteousness always inspires confidence. The promise that "The Lord shall
confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken," finds in them fruitful fulfillment. Trusting
in self or human help, but in the "living God" alone, they are as "bold as a lion." They can sp:
frowning Sanhedrims, or, like Luther, to an angry Diet, if God gives the message, and featr
leave the results with Him. They sow the seed that He commands, and expect Him to se
sunshine, the shower and the harvest.

They are Free from Fret. God never leads people to fret and worry. Hence, those who k
their ways committed to Him, never do. "Anxious for nothing, but in everything with prayer
thanksgiving," they let their requests be known to God, and thus possess the peace that
understanding. If the seed they have sown does not come up the next morning, they do not ¢
to see what is the matter, but having done their best believe that God will do the rest. Inst
fretting and groaning under corroding care, they "cast all their burdens upon the Lord," He st
them, and they sing:

"This is my story, this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long."

Blessed salvation that saves from sin, and also from friction and from fret!

Humility. All divinely led prove the truth that "before honor is humility." They illustrate the tru
of Bishop Taylor's statement, that "humility is like a tree whose root when it is set deepest



earth rises higher and spreads fairer, and stands surer and lasts longer, and every step of it
is like a rib of iron." The fact that they have no wisdom in themselves, but have to depend
another at every turn, tends in itself to keep them lowly. Thus, humbling themselves und
mighty hand of God, he exalts them by guiding them with His counsels, and afterwards rec
them into glory.

The possibility that through a defective judgment or some other infirmity they may be mist:
also makes them very teachable in regard to all points where God's will has not been unmist
revealed to them. Jesus, our great Exampler, always divinely led, manifested His humili
divesting Himself of the glory He had with the Father, by taking our nature, by His seem
humble and ignoble birth, by subjection to His parents, by His occupation as a carpent
partaking of our infirmities, by becoming a servant, by associating with the so-called "riff raf
society, by refusing earthly honors, by exposing Himself to reproach and contempt, and by His
as an outcast criminal upon the despised cross. All who are fully led by God have in them thi:
which was also in Christ Jesus, and "walking as He walked," they live amid the profusior
fragrance of the flowers which bloom only in the vale of humility.

They Please God. Like Enoch, they walk with God, and have the testimony that they pleas
because they "keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight
when they make mistakes, which through infirmity they are liable to, He does not frown upon:
because He knows they did not mean to, and judges the action by the intention. They prize Hi
of approbation more than the plaudits of a universe without it, and this they have. They feel

"Let the world despise and leave me,
They have left my Savior, too,
Human hearts and looks deceive me,
Thou art not like man, untrue;
And while Thou shalt smile upon me,
God of wisdom, love and might,
Foes may hate and friends may shun me,
Show Thy face and all is bright."

Sometimes the Father calls His children to a course which brings censure from worlding
chiding from friends, and then soothes the pain thus caused by loving caresses which He |
upon them when they are all alone with Him. A million fold repaid for their sacrifice, they excl:

"Blest Savior, what delightful fare!
How sweet Thine entertainments are!"

They are Inflexible, and Walk by Faith. In nonessentials they are as yielding as air, but in i
where God's will is clearly known they are as firm as granite. They belong to the class of wt
is said: "These are the men of whom martyrs are made. When the day of great tribulation ¢
when dungeons are ready and fires are burning, then God permits His children, who are wea
flesh, to stand aside; then the illuminated Christians, those who live in the region of high en
rather than of quiet faith, who have been conspicuous in the world of Christian activity, and



been as a pleasant and loud song, and in many things have done nobly, will unfold to the rig
to the left, and let this little company of whom the world is ignorant and whom it can not ki
come up from their secret places to the great battle of the Lord. To them the prison is as acc
as the throne; a place of degradation as a place of honor. Ask them how they feel and th
perhaps be startled, because their thoughts are thus turned from God to themselves, and t
answer by saying ‘what God wills." They have no feeling separate from the will of God. . . . H
chains and dungeons have no terrors; a bed of fire is as a bed of down."

They are Reasonable. As the spirit of God leads men through their reasoning power, tho:
led are always ready to give a reason for every position they take and every act they do. The
work of George Muller, of Bristol Orphanage fame, is a remarkable illustration of this principle
"Life of Trust "is one of the most exhilarating faith tonics of which we know. He states first the
was led to found his work on Scriptural principles. Then he mentions six solid reasons expl:
why he took the course be did. Dr. Watson, in his unique sermon on "The Two Veils," says:

"Dr. Steele, one of the most polished men in the world, prayed for sanctification for three w
and the thought kept coming up: 'Now, if God sanctifies you, He'll make you act oddly; and h
afraid he might have to shout in the street cars, or do some other singular thing." At length the
said to him: 'Don't you think that God has as good sense of what is right as you have? Do
think that God knows as much about good behavior as you do? Do you think God will do any
foolish?' He saw that it was only a temptation, let loose of everything, and God baptized hin
the Holy Ghost so wonderfully, that he could hardly eat or sleep for several days. And let me te
he has been one of the best behaved men you ever saw since that time, and has not done
at all foolish."

They Meet with Opposition. The Holy Spirit often leads contrary to carnal inclinations anc
opinions and protests of friends and relatives, and always counter to the world and the deuvil. |
opposition is inevitable. He takes up and carries on the work of Jesus, which is "to destroy the
of the devil," and they of course resist Him. Hence, all who fancy that they can be led by the
and please everyone, are doomed to disappointment. As well might an army expect to do it
and at the same time please the enemy.

Depravity and the devil no more agree with the leading of the Holy Ghost than fire can mix
water.

They are Victorious. God is their leader. He always gives the victory to all who fully follow F

"From victory unto victory,
His armies He shall lead,
Till every foe is vanquished,
And Christ is Lord indeed."

They Rule Their Own Spirits. Appetites and passions bow beneath the mandates of their |
Master, and led of God they feel that they "can do all things through Christ that strengtheneth.
love to follow their Leader, and expect soon to see the day when all enemies shall be put bene



feet; earth, the old battlefield, burnt up and replaced by another wherein dwelleth righteousne
their King "crowned Lord of all.”

They are Courteous. As the Holy Spirit leads none to be selfish, all who follow Him will be s
from selfish acts, and thus from all the discourteous ways which selfishness prompts.

A true Christian is in the best sense of that word a true gentleman. Rudeness, coarsen
selfishness being eliminated; gentleness, refinement and love are crowned in their stead, anc
the outer garb may be coarse and language lame, yet the good breeding of heavenly parent
appear in all who follow closely their unseen Guide.

They Readily Adjust Themselves to God's Providential Dealings. People who are not thus le
Saul of Tarsus before his conversion, are ever "kicking against the pricks" of opposing provid
Those who are walking in the light of the interpretations which the Spirit gives them, hear ¢
voice in all His providential dealings with them. Hence when fortune fades, or health fails, or fr
betray, or enemies slander, or plans perish, or loved ones die; though pained, yet in perfec
they can say:

"Yet still | whisper, ‘as God will,'
And in His hottest fire hold still."

Even when God by His providences performs some painful amputation, they can say "He
all things well," for they know that He is leading, that the pain is needful for their discipline, anc
"all things" are being made to work together for their good.

When called to suffer they have learned:
(a). To hold still in the furnace. That uneasiness hinders the process and mars the work.
(b). Not to question the Refiner too much. He understands His business.
(C). That the purgation, though painful, is worth infinitely more than it costs.
(d). To accept God's discipline without continually making suggestions to Him.
When storms of opposition break over them, and waves of adversity threaten to engulf, the
"My bark is wafted from the strand
By breath divine,
Upon the helm there rests a hand
Other then mine.
He holds me when the tempests shock,
| shall not fall.

If sharp, 'tis short; if long, 'tis light,
He orders all.”



The Spirit of God will never lead people to do what the providences of God make it impos
for them to do. | have known people who were strong in their expressions that it was God's w
they should do certain things, when he was continually and emphatically saying NO to them |
providences.

"If any impressions or convictions," writes Upham, "which thus involve a contradiction of
voice of the Spirit and the voice of Providence should rest upon the mind of any person, he r
assured that they came from the wrong source, and ought to be rejected. We assert, theref
he who is led by the Holy Spirit will find his conduct beautifully harmonizing with the event:
divine providence as they daily and hourly develop themselves. Thus people divinely led are
from the folly of thinking an impression is from above when the way will not open to them tc
it in practice.

Duty Becomes a Pleasure. Though the feelings may at first shrink back from some of the le
of the Holy Spirit, yet if compelled to yield, like conquered children, they will soon dry their t
and be inexpressibly glad under the right decisions of the will. Who has not wept for grief at
summons from above, and then a little later been thrilled with joy over the same guidance.
such God says: "l will turn their mourning into joy and will comfort them, and make them rej
from their sorrow.” Men weep when God takes away their coppers, but rejoice when they se
He only did this that He might replace them with rubies.

God never impresses us to give up a Benjamin but He gives us a Joseph, the corn of His kil
and Benjamin back again, or something better.

There will be Seasons of Severe Temptation. Satan will not allow God's life plan for His chi
to be executed without doing all in his power to thwart it. To accomplish this purpose he will ¢
in thousands of artful and seemingly innocent ways, as well as by open and direct assault.
Christian's only safety is to "watch and pray," lest temptation be fallen into.

The Bible will be Revered and its Teachings Obeyed. The Holy Spirit is the author of the
and a part of His work is to explain and apply its teachings. Hence He never leads to a course
it condemns, but always in harmony with its instructions. Therefore, all who are fully led by
will shape their acts according to the teachings of the Word, and their lives, like that of Jesu
be a fulfillment of the principles of Holy Writ. They realize that all impressions which clash v
the Word are wrong and steadfastly resist them.

God Cares for the Consequences. When God's leadings are rightly followed He takes
responsibility of the results. We march around Jericho, He levels its walls.

God's Guidance Comforts in the Dying Hour. It led the psalmist to say: "Though | pass tht
the valley of the shadow of death | will fear no evil, for Thou art with me, Thy rod and Thy staff
comfort me." The promise Jesus made never to leave or forsake is sweetly fulfilled in death's
ordeal. When a dear one in great agony was nearing the last moments on earth, | spoke to h
inscrutable mystery that God should allow His children thus to suffer. "Oh," said she, "it's all



We can't see the reason, He can. We are finite, He is infinite;" and thus God upheld, and sc
was in the land where suffering can not come. Hence the Christian triumphantly sings:

"And when my task on earth is done,
When, by Thy grace, the victory's won,

E'en death's cold wave | will not flee,
Since God through Jordan leadeth me."

Christ Likeness. All who are divinely led will be like Jesus. Though they have many infirm
which He had not, yet in love, patience, boldness, meekness, and all the graces of a Christ
they are like Him. The Holy Spirit seeks to bring all to be like Jesus. The Word and providenc
the chisels He uses to chip us into the likeness of Jesus. Hence all who yield to Him are trans
into characters of such beauty as will make angels to marvel.

It is this that enables an eminent saint to testify: "This joyful boldness is grounded o
assurance of a conformity to the image of the Son of God, and that | am through the transfi
power of the Spirit, like Him in purity, and that the Judge will not condemn facsimiles of Him:
'because even as He is so are we in this world."

Communion with God. They talk with Him and He answers them. Upham, speaking of those
are "truly sanctified," says: "It is not impossible for them to speak, if it is done with a notable d
of reverence, of holding conversation with God, of talking with God. The expression corresy
with the facts. To talk with God, to go to Him familiarly, as children to a parent, to speak to Hi
the secrecy of their spirits, and to receive an inward answer, as gracious as it is decisive, is r
a privilege granted them, but a privilege practically realized."

Good Works. All who are led by the Spirit will be "always abounding in the work of the Lo
They will be burdened both for the conversion of sinners and the entire sanctification of beli
and will put forth earnest efforts to this end. Coworkers with God they love His church, and se
build it up in every rightful way.

Convictions from Above when Followed Always Lead to Success. Other impressions follc
may win the favors of friends and temporary satisfaction, but the soul divinely led will have
constant smile of God and of the angels, and "whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” God m:
against armies of opposition and through "Red seas" of difficulty, "lions' dens" of persecutio
"fiery furnaces" of affliction, yet it is always on to sure and final victory. For such a Leader,
everything that hath breath praise the Lord."

May we each follow so fully our divine Guide that we may be "led safely” in "paths
righteousness” here below, and then be among the blood-bought number of whom it is writ

"For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto
fountains of waters, and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."



IMPRESSIONS
By
Martin Wells Knapp

CHAPTER X
MAN'S PERFECT MODEL

"Leaving us an example, that ye should follow in His steps.” -- 1 Peter 2: 21.

Jesus is man's perfect model. The pen portrait of His life which hangs in the gallery of the g
should be our constant study. He was a living illustration of the truth which He proclaimec
which we are to practice. He "practiced what He preached," and His glowing example proclair
practicability of His gospel.

As there are many men who do not understand the nature of electricity or the laws that go\
electric current, and yet who walk gladly in the beautiful light thus generated; so there are thos
are ignorant of the principles and precepts written in the Word, who can not fail to see their &
as manifested in the life of Him who is the Light of all worlds, and in whose presence all lesser
grow dim.

If we will remember the following facts in regard to Him it will aid us greatly in following in H
footsteps.

(a). He was just as really and fully Human as He was Divine. "He took man's nature . . . .
two whole and perfect nature, the Godhead and manhood, were joined together in one per:
the dazzling splendor and majesty of His divine nature men sometimes seem to forget that |
also just as really and intensely human as any other mortal, and that He was the "seed of the \
as really as the "Son of God." It needs, therefore, to be remembered and emphasized that t
of glory was also the despised Nazarene; that the Creator of all worlds was the helpless |
Bethlehem's manger; that He who is the Bread of Life was once a hungry, homeless itineral
He who is to be the Judge of all men was Himself subject to the law; that He who was "decle
be the Son of God with power" was also "a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;" that H.
is to wipe away the tears of others, Himself wept and sweat great drops of blood; that He w
the "keys of death, Himself was obedient unto death;" that He unto whom is given all pow
heaven and on earth, was the one who fainted under the weight of the cross as He was led to
and that "God over all blessed for evermore," was the crucified carpenter.

The humanity of Jesus was just as essential to our salvation as His divinity. Divested of
would have had no human voice to proclaim His gospel to us, no tears to shed for us, no bloc
which to redeem us, no experience in common with ours to qualify Him to act as our Advocate
the Father, and enable Him to sympathize with us in our sorrows and temptations. There woul
been no crucifixion and hence no resurrection.

Jesus strongly emphasizes the fact of His humanity by His frequent use, in referring to Hir
of the title, "The Son of Man." In Matthew's gospel alone He uses this title over thirty times, ar



once the title, "The Son of God," which was just as truly His. This touching condescension c
part tells of His tender love for us. It is as if a son of the most honorable family in the land, in
to save some poor degraded criminal, would voluntarily lay aside his own honored family nam
cheerfully take that of the outcast thus to prove his affection for him. Blessed Jesus,
unmeasurably great is Thy love for fallen man! With glad hearts we embrace Thee, our elder b
and cherish the blessed thought that the Son of God is also the Son of man. Thus highest
stoops to kiss lost earth, and by that kiss conquers it.

(b). Jesus in His Humanity, though Tempted; was Triumphant. He stood on the same
battlefield where the first Adam fell, and Satanic principalities and powers swept down upon
in mighty squadrons, until "tempted in all points like as we are," He was tested, but put to fligt
every foe, and before the onlooking universe was victor. His humanity resting with an unfalt
faith upon the rock of the divine was mighty to resist every Satanic shock. Thus anchored F
safe, and so long as we, like Him, "do these things we shall never fall."

(c). It is Our Privilege and Our Duty to be Like Jesus. There are so many ways in which w
not be like Him that this may blind our eyes to the ways in which we can. We can not be like
nor does He expect it in many of the incidental circumstances of His life, nor in the possess
divine attributes. Nor can we with our dwarfed physical, mental and spiritual powers be like
in the keenness of His perceptions and in His ability and promptness in applying the truth to pe
experience. His mind could detect an error and leap to a right conclusion in an instant, wher
hampered by a defective memory, imperfect knowledge, and by many other infirmities which H
free from, must pass through a long, and, perhaps, laborious process. Yet in the following part
we can and should be like Him:

He was the blameless Son of God; we should be "sons of God's without rebuke."
He was obedient; we should keep His commandments.

He was self-denying; we should deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow Him.
He pleased the Father; we should "walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing."

He was tempted on all points like as we are, yet without sin; we, too, must be tempted, an
resist the devil he will flee from us.

He forgave His enemies; we are to forgive if we would be forgiven.

He loved us while we were in rebellion against Him; we are to love our enemies, and like
to pray for them.

He was pure in heart; "He that hath this hope in him purifieth himself even as He is pure.

He was the Light of the world; if we follow Him we "Shall not walk in darkness, but shall h
the light of life."



He always knew the Father's will; "All His sheep" may "Know His voice."

He was baptized with the Holy Ghost; we are to tarry until we receive "The promise o
Father."

He was persecuted; the servant is not above His Lord. To be a genuine Christian is
persecuted.

He engaged in no filthy or injurious habit; we are to "Cleanse ourselves from all filthiness «
flesh and spirit."

He never allied Himself to worldlings; we are to come out from among them and be sepa
He always put the Father's interest first; we, too, are to "Seek first the kingdom."
Jesus was "bold, energetic, decided, courageous;” no one denies that all His followers shc

In regard to personal matters He was flexible, submissive and yielding. His followers ir
respect are exhorted to be kind, tender-hearted, and in honor to prefer one another.

Though He was rich yet for our sakes He became poor. He declared of His followers
"Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath he can not be my disciple.” Our for
all is like emptying our hands of dross that God may fill them with diamonds.

He abounded in good and mighty works. It is written: "He that believeth on me, the work:
| do shall he do also, and greater works than these shall he do; because | go to my Father.'

He died; so must all His followers.

He rose again; "As we have borne the image of the earthy we shall also bear the image
heavenly."

He shall reign forever; He "hath made us unto our God kings and priests, and we shall
forever and ever."

In all the above, and many more particulars, it is clearly declared that all His true followel
like Him. May the Holy Spirit fix in all our hearts, the blessed truth that "His example is strictly
exactly an example for all the world." When tempted to diverge from the path of duty, or to cor
sin "because we are human,” let us remember that Jesus, too, was human, and that while Hi
does not save us from our humanity, nor while in this world from our infirmities, yet, if fi
received, it will save us from our sins. Our transformation into the likeness of Jesus is the
object of His gospel. For this He shed His precious blood, and gives His renewing and sanc
Spirit. Without these man could no more be like Jesus than a leopard could be like a lam
unregenerate man who tries to be like Jesus by doing religious acts and good works is si
human leopard under a lamb's skin. First, we must be transformed into His image, and then



thus been made like Him we will be enabled to "Walk as He walked," and in our little sphere
drop bears the image of the ocean, and the ray of light the image of the sun, so shall we refi
likeness. This is our privilege here and now. By and by --

"Soul and body shall His glorious image bear."

Next let us bear in mind that Jesus in His humanity is the Christian's model, in regard to
divinely led. His every act and word bear each of the stamps that prove them from the skie:

1. Jesus Never Said or did an Unscriptural Thing. Though born of the Spirit, filled with the S
and led by the Spirit, He continually recognized the Scriptures as the rule of His conduct, and :
magnified the written Word.

His mistaken followers who claim that the Spirit may lead contrary to the Bible, should lear
much-needed lesson from the Great Teacher.

The very fact that the Holy Spirit is the author of Scripture, proves that all His teachings
leadings will be in accord with it; for an infinitely wise Author will not contradict Himself. Jes
revered the written Word as a dutiful son the will of a dear father, and when He made
revelations they were simply the unfolding of the old, and were to them what the blossor
fruitage is to the bud.

His miraculous advent, the angel's message to Mary, to Joseph and to the shepherds, a
the great events of His life, were foretold in Scripture and in harmony with it. His chief employi
when a youth doubtless was the mastery of Bible truth, and in later years it was with the "sw
the Spirit" that He pierced the formality and hypocrisy of a haughty ecclesiasticism. When tel
in the wilderness to distrust God and use unlawful means to satisfy His hunger, like men da
they do wrong for a livelihood; and when tempted to test God's power by doing a presumy
thing; and when tempted to give up His divine mission for gain, like men do when they turn
the ministry or from principle, for money or position; and, finally, when tempted to own the lord
of the devil by worshipping him; in each instance He tried the Satanic suggestion by the w
Word, and thrusting the enemy through with the keen blade of a fitting Scripture quotation F
him to flight, and "angels came and ministered unto Him."

The miracles He wrought, the prophecies He fulfilled, the glad tidings He proclaimed
denunciations He uttered, His betrayal, trial, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension and reign, al
foretold and in harmony with the Scriptures. When human opposers accused Him of violatir
Word, He always successfully defended Himself and exposed their deception and error. F
never like them and some of His professed followers today, guilty of wresting Scripture fro
proper place and meaning to serve a selfish purpose. In His boyhood, though His young heart
to be about His Father's business, yet He restrained His "strong impressions,” and as taugt
"law of Moses," was subject unto His parents. Thus by His example He taught that impulses,
if followed, would lead to disobedience, should be smothered.



When He engaged in the extraordinary act of scourging the buyers and sellers from the t
and commanded them no more to make His Father's house a place of merchandise, He n
indignant opposition by the unanswerable Bible declaration: "It is written, my house shall be «
an house of prayer," but ye have made it a den of thieves.

Thus at every step He rested the rightfulness of His acts upon the written Word. Study the ¢
with reference to the allusions of Jesus to Scripture, and you doubtless will be surprised &
frequency.

In the presence of the luminous example of our divine model, the fatal fallacy proclaimed by
that the Holy Ghost may lead to do deeds which are unscriptural and contrary to sanctified cc
sense, dies a death that knows no resurrection. To follow it is to stumble into its grave.

As His life work was the working out of God's will concerning Him as it is revealed in the W
so in our humble spheres shall ours be. May we ever fully follow in His steps.

2. He Never Said or Did a Wrong Thing. All His words and acts were right. Tried by the
rigid criticism of friend and foe no wrong act has ever been proved against Him. The candid v
of the centuries is voiced in Pilate's words: "I find no fault in Him." His most malignant foes,
watched Him with eagle eyes for years, at last gave up the fruitless search, and hired false wi
to manufacture charges against Him of crimes which it was impossible for them to find. All ¢
that it is right to do good continually and to all, and this was His life work. "He went about d
good." All agree that it is right to expose fraud and rebuke hypocrisy. This He did repea
thoroughly and fearlessly. Every act of His wonderful life was so manifestly RIGHT that He, wit
fear of the results, could triumphantly challenge His enemies: "Which of you convinceth me of
Through His wondrous power may we each claim the grace that will lead us, like Him, to be sc
in doing good that we will have n o time nor inclination for that which is wrong or e
guestionable.

3. He Never Said or Did an Unreasonable Thing. He was always reasonable. He was so ma
so that His bitterest foes seldom disputed His logic, and when they did they fell confounded b
its lightnings. His replies so exposed their ignorance and revealed His own wisdom,
dumfounded, they "could not answer Him again to those things," "and after that they durst n
Him any questions at all." His doctrines, His requirements of His followers, and His own life,
all in harmony with the cool conclusions of a spiritually enlightened judgment. Notice the illustr:
of this in a few of the incidents of His life.

(a). His Temptation in the wilderness. If He was to succor and sympathize with weak, ter
humanity, was it not reasonable that He, weak, exhausted, and alone, should meet and v
severe temptations? If the written Word is the weapon which must be wielded to defeat the ¢
is it not reasonable that our great Exampler should embrace an occasion to teach us how tc

(b). His Plan of Propagating the Gospel. Could any more reasonable time for opening His m
he suggested than that which He chose, in the very height of John's popularity, when the mul
were thronging him, and the nation was awakened, and religious thought was at high tide



result of the startling utterances of the new Elijjah? Has any more reasonable metho
proclaiming the truth, and getting and holding the attention of a nation ever been found the
plain, pointed preaching, combined with the miraculous deeds of mercy which He gratuit
performed, and His fearless arraignment of the formalists of His day? Can we conceive of &
admirable plan for the work He had to do than His, of sending out "simultaneously a number
most cordial friends and followers to assist in making the most powerful impression possible
community?" Does not the sequel prove that He chose the most reasonable time, methods,
for the accomplishment of His work?

Do not His public trial, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and the gifts with which He
endowed his followers, present the most effective and rational plan for the purpose design
possibly can be conceived of? The rationality of Jesus' methods were unwittingly eulogized
famous French wit, to whom a religious enthusiast came for advice about introducing a new re
"Be crucified and rise again the third day," was the sarcastic, yet forceful counsel.

Was it not reasonable also that Jesus should further enforce the truth of His gospel by pra
what he preached? Did He not do this? What a contrast in this particular between Him al
hypocritical pretenders of that age and this! He not only proclaimed the importance of prayer, f:
self-denial, and personal work, but faultlessly exemplified these and all other truths whic
preached. In these and all other particulars of His wonderful life He was always in harmony w
enlightened reason. Calm, self-possessed, and luminous with holy light, He shines forth the
central sun in the gospel system, marred by no spots of ridiculous speech or action. M:
misguided followers who are prompted to do absurd things in His name study more clearly this
of His character, and then aim to be like Him.

4. Jesus' Life was Always in Harmony with Providential Events. Providential opportunitie
perform the deeds the Spirit prompted Him to do sprang up as by magic before His coming
He came in contact with the occasions and persons essential to His success as naturally as
draws the steel. He never was guilty of the inconsistency of feeling that it was God's will th
should do things which God's providences did not allow Him to do. Forbidding circumstances
as appall timid souls that know not the secret of God's full grace and guidance, to Him, as to «
will follow in His steps, proved golden chariots to bear Him up the heights of victory. Infuri
fellow-townsmen, ecclesiastical intrigue, and Roman power combined were unable to stop t
the discharge of a single duty, but each in its way were made to contribute to His glory. He v
so fully in the providential path marked out for Him that there was not a single jar between Hir
the events He daily met. Thus His life proves a forceful reminder that the door of provide
opportunity always swings open before him whom God leads. May we continue to look t
"Model Man" until, like Him, our lives are thus adjusted to God's providential dealings.

Jesus Always Fully Met the Conditions of Being Divinely Led. His humanity reposed in the
of the Divine. Dead to the world, saved from self, filled with the Spirit, always putting the intel
of the kingdom first, and unhesitatingly following every prompting from above, no matter how
the cost to Himself, the life of Jesus hangs in the gallery of the centuries as "Man's Perfect \
of meeting the conditions of heavenly guidance.



All the Rich Results of Being Divinely Led also Find Full Fruition in the Life of Jesus. Posse
of all of the fruits of the Spirit, His life was a perfect representation of true manhood as
designed it to be.

Although such a cloud-burst of trial, opposition, accusation and suffering fell upon Him &
other man ever knew, yet, amid it all, he was never envious, irritable, haughty, self-willed, hu
disappointed or perplexed.

Let us examine a few of the "fruits of Canaan” which grew in the garden of the life of our" Pe
Model," and remember that kindred fruits will abound in all who are fully possessed of His S
As the pupil learns of the perfect example which he seeks to copy, so being made like Jesl
we look to and learn of Him.

He was Humble. This was strikingly manifest in His subjection to His parents and to ordina
to the indignities that were heaped upon Him, to poverty, and in His acceptance of His humt
and in other ways which have been mentioned. To all who follow Him He says, "Take My yoke
you and learn of Me; for | am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest to your souls."

He was Obedient. He did the Father's will even as He taught us to pray, "as it is done in he
He did it promptly, cheerfully, continually. Whether it was to speak words of healing and of cor
or to suffer on the cross, He was obedient, and obedient unto death. Seeing from the begin
the shame, reproach, hatred and agony that was in the pathway of obedience which lay befo
yet He could say, "I delight to do Thy will, O God."

He was Tried. In the wilderness by the devil, at home by His kindred and fellow-townsme
His public life by the ridicule, deception, intrigue and opposition of His enemies, and the cowa
selfish ambition and misdirected zeal of His friends, on every side and in all points He was te
like as we are, yet without sin. It is said that a man once came to Napoleon claiming to have
a bullet-proof armor. "Put it on,” said the General. He did so. Turning to an orderly, Napc
ordered him to "fire." The inventor refused to allow his boasted armor thus to be tested. Jes
made a coat of mail which He declares will turn aside "all the fiery darts of the wicked." He
it while here below, and proved its perfection.

He was Calm, Self-possessed and Assured. He illustrated the inspired declaration that, "Th
of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance
Whether He was in the temple teaching and asking questions, on the mountain side preachin
multitudes, in humble homes working miracles, before Pilate falsely accused, or suffering c
cruel cross; the whole tenor of His life was like the quiet flow of some deep and mighty strean
overflow of feeling, such as He manifested in regard to the desecration of the temple, the hyy
of the priesthood and at Gethsemane, were the exceptions and not the rule of His life.

He was a Man of Sorrow. People who in their zeal to condemn a long faced religion, elirr
from their creed and lives the sorrow such as Jesus felt for fallen man, and such as comes f
cross bearing and self denial which He imposes, need to study more closely their Divine M



"All things seemed
To fight against Him, heaven was black with clouds,
And terrible upon the mountains shone
The feet of hurrying storms; the rapid glance
Of scattered lightnings; then the thunders loud
Broke on that lonely sea, and on the Man
Who walked thereon; then met upon His head
The sorrows of eternal death, and none
For whom He died were found to comfort Christ."

It is only those who suffer with Him who shall reign with Him.

Jesus was Possessed of a Deep Abiding joy. Though sorrowful He was always rejoicing. T
He bequeaths to all His followers. He says: "That my joy may be in you that your joy may be

As near as we can learn the joy of Jesus consisted, as Adam Clark says, in "The fulfilling tf
of the Father in tasting death for every man." This, with the anticipation of the rapture it would
to countless multitudes, was His joy, or at least a fruitful source of it, and a kindred self sacrific
anticipation of its results in blessing to others will possess all in whom the Spirit dwells
manifestation in the life of Jesus was hid beneath the agonizing efforts of pain and loss with
His life was filled in rescuing the race; but the consciousness of His Father's continual appro
and the success of His soul saving work, was a well-spring of joy even in His hours of de
agony. "For the joy set before Him He endured the cross, despising the shame, and is now s
at the right hand of the throne of God."

Great Success was Preceded by Great Agony. His early ministry was preceded by His F
birth, misunderstood parentage, and the terrible temptation in the wilderness. His public effort:
opposed at every step by persistent and wily foes. Many of the ministry and church members
day looked upon Him with suspicion and hatred. Even His "Own brethren did not believe on |
The resurrection and Pentecost were preceded by Gethsemane and the crucifixion. He endure
agony upon the bloody battlefield before He should wear the victor's crown. Beloved, "Let this
be in you that was also in Christ Jesus; who being in the form of God thought it not robbery
equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Himself the form of a sel
and was made in the likeness of men, and being formed in fashion as a man, He humbled |
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore, also, God hatl
exalted Him and given Him a name which is above every name; that at the name of Jesus eve
should bow . . . and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory
the Father." -- Phil. 2:6-11.

It is a part of God's plan that every resurrection and Pentecost shall be preceded by a Gett
and Calvary. The Holy Spirit fully followed will sustain in the conflict, and lead to the crown
stead of being surprised at opposition in the path of duty, it should be remembered that our "
Model" met it, and that, like Him, we are to expect, meet and conquer it.



Jesus was Patient. His patience must have been sorely tried by the stupidity, rashness and
of His followers, by the treachery of Judas, by the inconveniences that were inseparable frc
homeless life, by the weariness and weakness that came from exposure, hunger, fasting and
journeys from place to place; yet not one impatient word ever fell from His lips.

Jesus Proclaimed the Plain Truth. He insisted on the necessity of repentance and of the ne
emphasized man's accountability, the judgment and the reality of heaven, and the awfulne
duration of the doom of the damned.

He Preached Against the Popular Sins of His Day. Neither the priesthood nor common |
who were living in public or private sin escaped His denunciations. His lightning leaped |
hypocritical ecclesiastics with gleeful fury. Like their brethren today, who love the praise of
more than the praise of God, and seek more earnestly the honors of earth than the gift of tf
Ghost, they doubtless dubbed Him a "scolding pessimist,” and followed their own ways inste
His truth.

Jesus was Possessed of Deep, Filial Affection. This was manifested in the provision He m:
His precious mother at the crucifixion. All, who like Him are led and indwelt by the Spirit, will, |
Him, love their kindred. His gospel turns the hearts of parents to their children and the hes
children to their parents. | know of a woman who was once a loving, dutiful daughter. She ge
the gospel for the "mind cure” craze, and it froze up her affections for her saintly mother so tr
treats her cruelly. A system which does this has not Jesus for its author. Union with Him e
every false affection, but intensifies every lawful love.

Jesus Lived a Life of Prayer. He taught that prayer was the key with which man unlocks the
of divine blessings. By His example He shows us how to use it. Praying earnestly, persistent
with pure motives, He always prevailed. Alone in the Garden of Gethsemane, and sometin
night long on the damp mountain side, Jesus communed and interceded with the Father. Or
of His humanity is that He needed thus to pray. If He had been only Divine, with no human
would not have been so. If Jesus must needs thus pray in order to fulfill His mission, much
must we. All whose lives are molded by convictions from above will, like Him, be possessec
spirit which "prays without ceasing,” and will be led to be much alone with God in prayer.

Jesus was Fearless. Bravest of earth's heroes, He faced danger in every form, and nevel
fear. Before His "time was come" He sometimes wisely evaded an issue which would have
profitless, as when His fellow-townsmen sought His life at the close of His first public addre
Nazareth; but on such occasions it was for prudential reasons, and not for lack of courage 1
fled. He met the treachery and infidelity of professed friends and the secret conspiracies of Hi
foes with the same spirit of fortitude. The heroism He manifested in the calm courage with \
He met Judas and his murderous band is not surpassed in the annals of history. He was not
but calm and self-possessed. He knew that His life was sought. He knew that it would be tak
had power to defeat the murderous conspiracy and destroy all who were engaged in it, yet He
to use it, and in the livid glare of the torch-lights which seemed to dance with fiendish glee ov
triumph of wrong, He faced His foes with a majesty that struck them to the earth. He marcl
self-possessed to His trial as a king to his throne. It was towards His throne in the affecti



ransomed millions. The perfect love, which casts out fear, and which is a part of His legacy
who serve Him, was enthroned within, and made Him brave to face all perils, only that He |
accomplish His mission from the skies and redeem a loved but apostate race. When that |o\
purity and perfection sways His followers, they, like Him, are brave to breast all storms, ar
entered on the list of the HEROES of THE UNIVERSE, of whom He is the honored Leader

He was Glorified. A little while in the crucible of trial, and then an eternity of infinite glory!
brief, stormy voyage on the rough sea of Human Life, and then forever in the heavenly have
the countless multitudes whom He has rescued! To Him death was simply "glorification,’
through Him it likewise is to all who follow fully in His steps. If true to Him we "shall never s
death,"” but, like Him, when our work here is done, we shall be "GLORIFIED" -- hallelujah!

In Him then we see the perfect manhood which results from His indwelling in human heart:
the blessed life of trial and victory which comes to those who are controlled by "convictions
above."

In Jesus, "Man's Perfect Model,” we see with clear vision the steps our humanity must t;
meet the end for which it was created.

(a). Humanity obedient -- Jesus doing the Father's will.

(b). Humanity tempted -- Jesus and the temptation.

(c). Humanity humbled -- Jesus suffering for the salvation of others.

(d). Humanity triumphant -- Jesus and the resurrection.

(e). Humanity exalted -- Jesus ascending to the right hand of the Father.

These are the steps in which we are to follow our illustrious Leader to our prepared place

Pardoned by His grace, and filled and led by the Holy Spirit, may we each with joy ascend t
the gleaming towers of the Eternal City.

Fully exemplifying the life of Jesus, so that being made "complete in Him who is the Head
principality and power,"” may we do His perfect will on earth "even as it is done in heaven," anc
serve Him in the sunshine of His celestial home forever

The writer is aware that he has but imperfectly pointed to "Man's Perfect Model,” and onl
few of the many brilliant stars that shine in the constellation of His matchless graces. He trus
all imperfections of expression may be lost sight of in the light of Him whose grace and beau
has sought to magnify. His earnest prayer for all who read these pages is: "That ye might b
with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that ye might walk wo
of the Lord, unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowled
God; strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, unto all patience



long-suffering, with joyfulness; giving thanks unto the Father who hath made us meet to be pal
of the inheritance of the saints in light: who hath delivered us from the power of darknes
translated us into the Kingdom of His dear Son;" to whom be honor, and power, and glory fo

Amen.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost."

The End
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