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WINNERS Or LOSERS
At PERSONAL SOULWINNING
By A. G. Johnson

INTRODUCTION

The author of this little book Rev A. G. Johnson has been a minister in the Holiness Ran
the past fifty-three years. He spent many years as Pastor and Evangelist in the Church
Nazarene. The first time | had the privilege of getting acquainted with him was when he f
revival for my parents at Gooding, Idaho in the 1940's.

He is well known for being a hard worker in the interest of souls. He and his good wife hel
a revival while | pastored the Bible Missionary Church in Denver, Colo. and | made the com
that | had never had harder workers in a revival.

Brother Johnson attended Bethany Nazarene College from 1926-1929. He entered the ft
ministry in 1925. | heard him say that he had never been kept from fulfilling his place in a se
in over fifty years.

At the present time he is in full time Evangelism and is a member of the Intermountain Di
of the Bible Missionary Church. His residence is at Pueblo, Colo.

Brother Johnson served as District Moderator of the Calif-Ariz-Nevada District of the B
Missionary Church for eight years and did a good job.

Soul winning is a must for every professed Christian. This book will be very helpful to yc
your endeavor for souls. The book has been used in mimeograph form while teaching in Se
and churches. It presents ways and methods to be a successful soul winner. The book h
written with churches and Bible Schools in mind. It has stirred hearts and brought forth good ri

Brother Johnson carries a burden for souls and does not spare himself to try to reach souls
Kingdom.

| recommend that you purchase this book and put it in practice to help rescue the perishi
Rev.L. P. Roberts Dist. Moderator

Intermountain District of the
Bible Missionary Church
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WINNERS Or LOSERS
At PERSONAL SOULWINNING
By A. G. Johnson

PREFACE

At the urge of my HEAVENLY FATHER
Plus the many co-worker's request
And the universal NEED for such a classic
Are the ten chapters of WINNERS or LOSERS AT
PERSONAL-SOUL-WINNERS, BROUGHT FORTH.

Let all praise and honor be to the ALMIGHTY HAND
With most grateful mention of the thousands
Who have loved and made possible the
Fifty three successful years ministering to the souls of MEN.

Yours in service and in love
A. G. Johnson

2115 North Dr.
Pueblo, Colorado 81008
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WINNERS Or LOSERS
At PERSONAL SOULWINNING
By A. G. Johnson

Chapter 1
PERSONALIZED SOULWINNING
WE ARE SMARTER THAN WE THINK

Most people are smarter than they think in two levels of intellect.
1 -- Smarter than they suppose themselves to be.
2 -- Smarter than they allow themselves to say, do, or act.

Ninety-five percent are smarter than should live on such a low level of activity. But you sa
don't know me, "l can't,” That is not my talent; I'm just not made like that.

True, we are all born helpless, so helpless we had to learn to cry real well. Too helpless t
feed ourselves -- even to fight the flies off that lit on our nose. Had to learn to walk -- run ---
up -- think for ourselves -- defend and protect ourselves.

Early we learned a lot as infants. One thing was to cry would bring us attention. And to per:
if we didn't get quick attention, etc., etc., etc., learning fast and well.

THE APPLICATION IS:

If you have been this long in developing, learning, gaining; why not say here's something ¢
learn to be. And by God's help as an apprentice | shall master this also. Of course you are
than you realize; than you say of yourself. Smarter than what you have developed thus far
mind can't even yet grasp what you with the teachings of God and His help will accomplish. Cr
cry for help so cry out to God.

An example of learning ----

In raising my son | tried to always assure him he could do anything that needed to be done.
him on to "tackle it." To keep on until you get it done. To solicit help from the old and the your
help get the job done faster and better. | also urged him to learn all he could from everyone an
source so he would have what he learned, plus what others had learned. Many times repeat
"Two heads are better than one even if one is a cabbage head." Someone discovered il
different things to do with it and doubtless there are many more.

My wife and | helped our son in his school work, and in every phase of life. Then we kept
handy for him to use. Kept an understanding attitude so he would keep on in his trying, for
tried, he learned to do many things. After all our efforts and keeping him in school through tw
a half years of college, he decided he wanted to "GO NAVY." There he climbed to the toy



noncommissioned officer in two and a half years. Coming home after four years he took anoth
of college. Then he married and college was forgotten. He started as a truck yardman, ther
driving trucks, and drove for three years. | knew he was too smart to grind truck gears day an
all of his life for just a living; so come Christmas time | was alone with him, and looked him ir
two eyes and said, "Doane you have too much brains to be just a truck driver, and I'm going
to the Lord about something better for you.” No reply! (Don't be disturbed if your efforts brin
immediate response.) Before many months he wrote me about a business-venture and of r
to get the needed finances, and | urged him on. Then before Christmas time again, he had
truck, bought into a business as partner and within a year bought the entire business. Now afte
years he can pay off all indebtedness, both in Albuquerque and a Denver branch business
nearing being financially healed despite the I.R.S.

People are smarter than they think, than they act, than they do. Let me challenge you to ir
your know-how, your efforts, your results. Why not demand more of yourself? You are smarte
you think when you don't think enough to increase your caliber. BEGONE that CAN'T STL
BE-GONE statements and thoughts like, "I'M UNABLE, UNLEARNED, AFRAID, TIMID, etc
etc., etc. Let's drive another nail in the coffin of littleness, and take MOSES as a pattern and
lesson and profit thereby. God said, "Moses, lead two and a quarter million people out of Eg
slavery, across the Red Sea, the desert, and into the promised land." Moses replied, "l can't fc
talk; I am not eloquent.” But God never asked Moses of his past and present ability, He just c
to go with him, until the two and a quarter million Israelites rested on their own land and in thei
homes. Nothing is more dishonoring to God, nor destructive to us than a MOCK-humility.
humility wasn't real. He just didn't want to be disturbed. He was happy as he was. Moses offe
alibi, while wanting to appear humble. Really it showed laziness, lack of zeal, and not want
"face up" to it, and not wanting to go back and face his past record. Lazy brains, Self ease, H
dedication. Try to call it any other name, but, it's all a big pretense; in face, a plain LIE. God
shook Moses up, stirred his brains, his self-ease, and lack of dedication. | pray God to sh
"lazy-brains" into doing more and more for God and others. | pray God to shake all of our self
and all false humility out of us. Our local churches and our district can do all things through (
who strengthens us. STRENGTHENS US, Yes! Us! Of course you are smarter than you think,
the devil keeps you from "THINKING"! II

While some may have been a sort of "MR. AND MRS. NOBODY in the PAST, let us challe
you, for anything God wants done, you and God can do it yourself or get it done. Take God int
partnership; use His resources. Let God furnish the CAPITAL, you the MAN. Like as a son us
father's credit rating, to set him up in business, and become a wonderful success. Let the he
Father set you up to really successful victories. Have you rounded up some slogans to nettle y:
Like, "ACHIEVEMENTS BEGIN WHEN ACTION STARTS." Or "achievements dwindle as actic
lessens." Still another could be that, "It takes success to bring success," like "it takes money t
money." And to put a real sticker on the last one; "I'd be acting the MORON to be satisfied wit
success than | could, with God's help, accomplish.” Of course I'm smarter than | think; thar
than | do. And how ridiculous that is. Dare we be ridiculous enough to allow ourselves to live |
our CALIBER?? It takes manhood and womanhood to admit we are smarter than we are
doing, or thinking. Let us play the man and say "From here on out by God's grace and



TODAY'S MOVING DAY FOR ME." WHO CARES HOW WE GET THE JOB DONE JUST
SO WE GET IT DONE.

Benjamin Franklin accidentally discovered electricity. Recall how he took out his pocket |
to cut up some small pieces of paper to send up a kite string like messages and how the spark
from the string of the kite to the metal of the knife? Thus Mr. Franklin discovered electricity. I
taken years of research to develop what was learned accidentally. Why not alert your mind ;
five senses to look for new technique, new effects and ultimately new results. Try new me
techniques, new DOORS of opportunity. "Lift up your eyes and look on the fields for they are:
unto harvest." What a thrill to make some new discovery in SOUL-WINNING. The human rac
lived here probably some six thousand years and only been scratching the surface of p
possibilities in soul-winning. Try something.

As a boy | helped our neighbor, Mr. Fram, build a wooden trough with wings to reach out int
river and guide water into a wooden flume. The wings not only were to bring in about six to
cubic feet of water, they went downward to a depth of some ten feet in a funnel-shaped, trou
flume which was less than the width of the twelve inch square. The pressure of the weight a
of the water being forced into the ten inch pipe increased the pressure of the flow until by ir
the pipe come up about ten feet above the flow of the river, he was able to make the water r
ten feet, and he used it to irrigate his farmland. He called this invention a FRAM after his own |
Today that small discovery called a Fram has been harnessed to boost the largest airplanes t
faster than sound. They are called Jets now, and also used to thrust the men onto the moon.
the fields God has discoveries in personal soul-winning, and multiply our power and resu
achievements a million times. We have not arrived; no we have just begun. "Eye hath not se
ear heard neither entered into the heart of man the things God has prepared for them that Ic
serve) Him." If Samson with the jawbone of a mule, plus God's Spirit upon him, could slay an
up a thousand of the enemy in a pile single handed, don't you feel we should, by God's help, «
a hundred single handed? And the God Who set the universe in perpetual motion, can't. H
in perpetual motion in soul-winning so when we leave the stage of action there will be perpe
SOUL-WINNING that will go on and on and on? We are not only smarter than we think; we
more powerful under God than we think. Yes, able to accomplish many, many times more th
amount we can think, think, think. John Wesley got blessed and proclaimed loudly, "THE WO
IS MY PARISH." Few, if any, have reached so many for VITAL SALVATION in a lifetime, and |
works still go on.

A few centuries ago some English explorers, according to history, while exploring in the int
of Africa, and at a certain chieftain's village, discovered the children playing with white rock
play-prettied. The explorers traded for some of the stones. Upon returning to England
discovered, that from those stones were made the most wonderful diamonds. God is wantir
look on the fields and bid in some of the DIAMONDS-IN-THE-ROUGH. "They that be wise s
shine as the firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and fo
You are smarter than you think, for yours is the potential and the power to turn mat
righteousness and in so doing have the ESSENCE of shining as the stars for ever and for evel
12:13. Oh what a promise to those who use their POTENTIAL for SOUL-WINNING. And wh
fate to each one that is guilty of burying their God-given talent. Matthew 25:29-30 says, "Tal



talent away from him and give it to him that has ten; and cast the unprofitable servan
outer-darkness, There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

As an individual it is win souls or we die. As a church it is personal soul-winning or the ch
dies.

Will you use what you have or may have? And will | use what | have (or may have) to do
needs to be done that souls may be won?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkk



WINNERS Or LOSERS
At PERSONAL SOULWINNING
By A. G. Johnson

Chapter 2
THE ROMANCE OF PERSONAL SOUL-WINNING

Psalms 37:4, "Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the desires of thine |

A ten year old once asked, "HOW'Z come, when | buy something or work for something, t
suddenly becomes worth more, much more, since it's mine, HOW'Z COME? It even looks |
feels better, and excites me more! HOW'Z COME?" That boy was learning early the roman
results from personal thinking, personal planning and effort. The boy was thinking out lot
excitedly, because he had used his mind and plan; yes, his effort for his own excitement. He
belittle his brains, as a dumb-Dora idea, nor this plan as something that won't work for me. A
refused to accuse his mind of cooking up something that won't work, or won't be worth the ¢
Nothing looks so good, excites so much and satisfies as permanently as results from pe
thinking, planning, and our own efforts.

"Brother Johnson, the very first of your chapter two is such a climaxing thought, there's little
to be said! No, for this is just the beginning." The effect of personal thinking and planning, plt
effort to carry out, gives a fresh excitement, and feeling of romance in advance. You are a
feeling that which, when it comes, and becomes yours from achievements and results; will sug
all the past until excitedly you put your thinking in motion, your mind builds new plans, y
excitement affords added zeal for all the necessary thinking, planning, and effort, and many
more.

Read of the excitement over the results when Jesus called His followers together and ins
them (70 of them). And how | wish for all the details of that instruction, so we could have
Master's full instructions. But the Lord didn't so order it for us. From the results they had, tt
little doubt He really coached them. However, only three details are recorded. First (you go pre
repent) for, (God is at hand, to forgive you.) For the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. That w:
backbone of their efforts and that's the backbone of today's effort.

Jesus added some details to further help them.
1. If they refuse to hear you in that city, go to another city.

2. A -- If we can't win this one hunt up another. "Heal the sick, cleanse the leper, raise the
cast out devils, freely ye have received, freely give."

B -- Offer them a God that meets human needs and human ills.

C -- Then come back in and report to inspire others to go out and to win souls. Basically, He
them what it is all about (1) Get them saved from sin. (2) He adds "You won't succeed on eve



(3) Don't stop when you fail on someone, but go after others elsewhere. In order for the insp
they would gather what could be shared with others, they were to return and report how Go
them.

As those disciples returned, excitement ran high, for God's Spirit was mightily working thre
them. Here follows their report. "Even the devils were subject to us through thy name." They
having a super romance, and so can you and I.

Thank God it works the same today. Two little girls, one about seven, and the other abou
and a half years old, got their daddy to the altar and in their excitement and joy, they actually ¢
upon his back, pounding him in the back with both hands, and crying and yelling, "You can
daddy, you can get it." And when he prayed through, they jumped up and down, yelling with
voice they had left. Then they ran over to me and literally pulled me with all their strength, to
see Daddy; he's got it, he's got it, And he had!

Jehu of old in his romance called out, "Come see my ZEAL for the Lord." Il Kings 10:16.

David excitedly proclaimed, "The Zeal of thine house hath eaten me up." Ps. 39:9. David
testified hilariously, "For by thee I have run through a troop, leaped over a wall.” Il Samuel 2

| have seen people who touched God leaping the benches, running the aisles, jumping o
altar, turn somersaults, roll on the floor, grab people and shake them, until it seemed thei
would rattle, run out of the church and over to someone's house, get them out of bed, bring tf
get them prayed through and had another hallelujah-run-away.

Romance, romance, romance, nothing akin to personal soul winning for romance, and satisi
You are getting a hold of the greatest of exciting things known to mortal man.

I can tell some of your mouths are, as it were, WATERING, for a taste of this
personal-romance, SOUL-WINNING GLORY, Joy, out of this world experience! | am excite
| contemplate seeing you beaming until the pupils of your eyes become about twice their norm.
and those eyes seem twice normal size, and a dozen times brighter; EXCITEMENT -- excite
Some personal soul winners in their joy have shaken me so hard, that | am almost able to 1
rattling bones, now. What romance, what thrill, what satisfaction; Us, plus God, in ACTION
REACTION. No wonder | am yelling, GET ON BOARD, GET ON BOARD, this pul
SATISFACTION EXCURSION!!! Yes, to live in pure satisfaction, die of pure satisfaction, ¢
spend eternity in satisfaction while taking in all of God's new Heaven and the NEW EARTH

Earth's failures, disappointments, misunderstandings, seem as nothing with a romance bt
in the soul. Every abuse, insult, stoning to death like Stephen, all seem as "light afflictions.’
says of them because it can't be sacrifice when the personal romance is our day by day h
portion. Daily ADDING to the church. Someone is getting PERSONAL SOUL WINNING P/
DAY. Stephen proved it's real. Let's press in for new personal results of soul-winning unti
"forgetting the things that are behind, we press," (PUSH, ELBOW, through the crowd), towa
mark of the prize of a new romance, from joyous personal soul-winning.



No wonder Jesus said, "Eye hath not seen nor ear heard neither entered into the heart of
things God has prepared for those who love Him and serve Him." If you love Jesus, do as H
"Go ye into ALL the WORLD and make disciples."

| used to see baseball players carry a special player off of the field on their shoulders. A
bunch of them carrying him away into victory and pure satisfaction. What will that crowd do to .
as we all cross the threshold of the new Heavens and the new earth?? Our labours saved th
hell, and to Heaven. If you aren't excited yet, get right in there, learn all you can of mean
methods to lead souls to God and your first glorious victory. We will all but need to identify wha
are, with your new actions and reactions; yes, of pure satisfaction.

What causes me to drive 2,200 miles to put on a personal soul-winning seminar? The ror
of course. Any and all I can implant of soul-winning technique in you | shall inherit added rom
to my present overjoying supply.

Perhaps a note of warning and caution is in order here. To be realistic, we should acknov
that discouraging times will come in ALL LIVES, AND UNLESS WE ARE QUICK T(
ENCOURAGE OURSELVES FROM PAST VICTORIES, AND THE CONTEMPLATION Ol
MORE VICTORIES, CLEAR ON THROUGH OUR JOURNEY'S END, WE ARE APT TO LOS
SOME OF THE ROMANCE AND THE ZEAL. The romance of soul-winning is some like t
romance in the home. So long as our love is a romance, and love in our home a honeymaoon,
happiness will prevail. But let the flame of love dwindle and romance and joy cool, and tra
follows. So press the soul-winning to keep the romance aflame, and in turn, the added romar
kindle new zeal for victory, and our walk with the Lord will be a perpetual honeymoon witk
thought of failing. Many are the wrecks on the rocks of time, these days, due to failure to contil
win souls to God and live on cloud nine.

To question ourselves occasionally as to when we won the last soul, could keep us up to
our source of joy and romance and our honeymoon.

See David face Goliath; and reminding himself God helped him win over a bear and a lior
| could imagine he had a bear-claw and a lion-whisker in his pocket to remind him. With
reminder, he is ready to tackle a new one, and here comes the big one to LAND NOW, "Goliat
God will help me, so at him he goes! Have you seen a big one lately? Count up some past v
and then take a RUN-AT-HIM. Of course David and God won, and now see David climb on t
Goliath, draw his big sword out and cut off his head. Then grab a big handful of giant hair, 1
the head over his shoulder and head for the city, a VICTOR, with the head waving, and the big
dragging, and hear the crowd cheering, "Saul has killed his thousands, and David his ten thot
Of course there's a payday for victory: Win one. At Benkleman, Nebraska, we were after a b
who had been Sunday school superintendent, and an ex-county sheriff, and now a wealthy
and rancher. When he headed for the altar, it broke up the meeting with such yelling, before t
got to the altar, and the whole crowd swarmed the big guy to where there was no way for him
away. And the place almost came apart when he got victory. The larger the tree, the gree
excitement when we cut it and it falls.



Some of us have watched two roosters get into a fight, and one wins and he goes over tc
perch and CROWS loudly his satisfaction and victor's song. He then feels ready for anothel
so he can have another victory under his belt to shout about and courage for anything in the

One time a fellow, that did considerably less than nothing, told me he didn't believe in brag
Of course not, when he never did anything aggressive, and beside, he was constantly disco
those that did press ahead... We make our boast in the Lord.

Another fellow often said, "I don't want my left hand to know what my right hand does.’
course not, because the left hand didn't do a thing.

| like what David, the king said, "When | count up my blessings, they are more than |
number." And on one occasion, he demonstrated until his unsaved wife called it being immode
indecent. David didn't allow the unkind remarks to stop him. Let's press personal soul-winnin
act and react as the Lord leads. For ours is the victory, ours is the joy, and ours is the reactic
with W. P. Jay, "OH-OH KEEP ME ON THE FIRING LINE, JESUS, OH-OH KEEP ME ON Tk
FIRING LINE."
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WINNERS Or LOSERS
At PERSONAL SOULWINNING
By A. G. Johnson

Chapter 3
SOME KNOW-HOW

Know-how in every field is an essential; and in soul-winning, it is an absolute. Christ comma
and commissioned every one of us, to go ye into all the world, and make disciples of
CREATURE. Mark 6:5. Jesus used the word CREATURE to describe the debauched huma
And it's our task to learn how to make saints out of debauched human creatures, which Sa
their selves are ruining. It takes more and longer, today, to develop saints from the debe
conditions. The larger and harder the task, the more rigid the demand for know-how tools
disciples felt the need for prayer and touching God, so asked, "Lord, teach us." | have never
anyone who has sufficiently arrived, that as of now and hereafter, they can coast on in. It ¢
work that way; it's a constant preparation. We are in a changing world and must up-date tect

R. G. Latourneau, a west Texas rancher, was making earthen stock-watering tanks, and we
a horse drawn scraper. He began to think there must be a better way to move the earth (dirt
set out to developing earth-moving machinery that would move the dirt a hundred times faste
what he was using. His effort in developing EARTH-MOVING machinery has made him w
famous, building huge machines. "Necessity is the mother of invention.” Now, we face life's gr
task ever. There are more people today and they are more debauched than ever, and 1
seemingly disinterested in upgrading their moral and spiritual ways, so let us pray, "Lord, te:
how to reach the masses now lost in sin.”

Mass-evangelism has passed into history, and personal soul-winning has, to a large degre
it's place, or rather has done most of the work that was credited to mass-evangelism.
hand-picked the fruit that lasted; and no doubt, that is the reason He set up the personal soul-
described in Luke 4:2 through verse 33. "Go into the highways and hedges, and COMPEL tt
come in." That certainly is strong language, in demanding personal soul-winning. How we ne
pray afresh, "Lord, give us the know-how!" We need to believe God to give us what it takes
this task.

The Lord gave Joshua the KEY, when He said, "Every place that the sole of thy foot shall
upon, that have | given you." We will have to get out there after it, and cover the land, (territor
God has promised all we cover as our own. Of course, we dare not go EMPTY HANDED, EM
HEADED, OR EMPTY HEARTED. Give us tools, tools, plus God.

Two Cucamnoga young men were sent out untrained, uncoached, and uninstructed. These
had just gotten saved, and were zealous and went from door to door. Thirty minutes latel
returned, sweating, pale-faced, and beaten down. | was away on district work, but my wife sav
and asked what the trouble was, and what had happened? Excitedly they told the story
slammed the door in our faces at every house, and told us NO! My wife asked what they he
at each place. And here is what they said. We asked them if they were interested in the



Missionary Church, and they said no, and slammed the door in our faces. When | came |
hunted up the young fellows and asked them if they were instructed in calling, and given sugge
and they said none at all. | went out to see the pastor who said he wanted to prove that peoy
want God and salvation. | told the pastor that was suicidal to the young converts, and could
defeat them for life as soul-winners. The pastor told me of a certain home in the neighborho
had run him off and ordered him not to return. So close home to the church, | won't relate the
of his eviction. That pastor, a man in his forties, certainly needed some coaching and instruct
use personally, and to give to others. One week later, for our own enlightenment, my wife and
to the home that ran the pastor off, and they treated us like a king and a queen, and gave u:
deep-freezer, which we are still using, and they cordially invited us to return and to pray in
home. There is a key to human hearts. We sorely need to learn people, their likes and their ¢
how to win them as friends, and how to win them to God.

Some people never learn because they don't try to learn. This business is no crash-prograr
It's a long range work. Solomon, the wise man, said; "There is a time for everything under the
That means there is a time to talk and a time to keep the mouth shut. There is a right time
wrong time to try to invade that one's little private world. Each human has a little space they li
which is called their very own world. To "barge-in", is to rush in where ANGELS fear to tread. T
needs to be a cultivation of our presence before we attempt to break through'. Some are reac
to enter their private life plan and scheme. Usually, these are times when their little worlc
paying off, or has torn apart, etc. A wise soul-winner studies his or her prospect closely, as he
begins, by cultivating an appetite for someone to help and encourage them. In other words, o
needs a helping hand. Always bear in mind, you claim a small circle of your own, where barg
is dangerous.

Being, "Workers together with God", we prayerfully work alongside God dealing with pec
(God striving to win them, and us striving to win them. God is all-wise; let's be wise t00.) A
discern the prospect becoming interested and concerned, we ask God to help us to come
with the appropriate opener for this particular individual. You should often refer to the list of ope
in chapter nine, and always be reaching for new ones. There seems to be no end of app
opening wedges into the human heart. These opening wedges to start an opening convers
thought are invaluable always. That BRIEF thought provoking statement or question is lil
ICE-BREAKER opening. These openers, ONE OR MORE, should help get started b
conversations claim the day. Always try to get the opener to get started in the first few minute
openers to get going on your desired soul-winning suggestions. There are exceptions to tf
Working on those you have some influence with, are the best prospects. But why not try sc
random attempts on total strangers. Some you know nothing about. We have a lot to ga
nothing to lose. Some tips to random fishers of men: If you cut-in with a real strong opent
prepared for anything, and keep a smile, never sour. A good suggestion for fishing for a ne
Is to look for one that seems troubled, depressed, sad, cast-down. First a plain "GOOD MOR
NEIGHBOR, FRIEND," then a catchy opener and all the while praying God to give you that
Also expect God to answer for a new one. They are all God's children.

For a list of openers, check chapter nine. | could suggest number 8 or 9 or 10, maybe 24 c
36, maybe 40; whatever impresses you. If the prospect pauses, press in a red-hot testimony



goodness, which | am enjoying, and you are His child, and can enjoy God's blessings also. P
a definite move of some kind. Always have a planned approach in dealings, and have a su
openers. You may need two or three, as time goes on. WITHOUT A PLAN, you are sure t
insecure, maybe faithless, maybe skeptical of your efficiency and aid. We must conquer insg
and fear, by being well prepared for a complete encounter. Now, we dare not misread or misir
the prospect! Three things add up as to what we are to face. their spoken language, the
language, and their spirit language. Body language is far more dependable than their ¢
language. Observe them. First, they may close up like a slam; second, they may seem to ag
you and not mean it. Hopefully, body, spirit, and language all add up to the same. You must e\
the case. Let us check these one at a time.

Start with the Body language. They may lean forward toward you -- (it's a good sign of inte
They may lean back, get tense, clasp their hands tight, seem flushed faced -- (BE CAUTI
Third, they may begin to relax -- (this is a good sign) continue on wisely. Fourth, they may be
bewildered or fearful -- (this needs extra wisdom and caution). Fifth, deep wrinkles may cor
their forehead. (Time to steer around and suggest another call.) Sixth, tears begin to come. (A
to pray, and you pray without waiting for an answer.

Now to the Spirit language. First, the more tender the spirit, the more fertile the soul. Sec
fiery spirit-- (too dangerous) close down smoothly and come later and try again. Third, when
and spirit become agreeable, forget about what they say, and expect victory. Assure them o
concern, and His remedy for all ills. Then add your keen concern and desire for their gettin
victory, joy, and peace of soul, mind and life. Learn to know your prospect!

Soul winning has some mechanics, but soul winning is not mechanical. Jesus said, "No m
come unto me, except the Father Spirit draws him." Always be praying God to convict the or
plan to deal with, today. Ripe and ready fruit pluck easily, and are the most flavorful. As yo
pray, and as you deal with people, pray, as you deal with their soul. To assure your faith, try
some Bible promise, that God will have the field, "white unto harvest:" and use you as a res
the Lord's harvest, for so it is. Jesus said, "Pray ye the Lord of harvest that he will send forth |z
into the harvest." Usually, as we pray, "Send laborers," the Lord will suggest we go, ourselve:
go, we must, and we go better, and do more, when the Lord sends us out.

FIGHTING DISCOURAGEMENT

There is sure to come a time when we get discouraged, and want to quit, unless we feel
Lord has sent us out here to win these souls to God.

Our safest way to deal with the souls of people, is by our own personal testimony, of how
had mercy and saved us, then afterward, sanctified us from the ugly nature. Know your Bibl
the more you know, the more successfully it becomes a real tool. Bragging on Jesus is alway
approach. Thus, assuring people of Christ's concern, and what He is now doing for those w
a need in their heart and life.



USE COURTESY, HOSPITALITY, ASSURANCE, AND SEASON IT WITH PERSISTENCE
Be sure you have a plan to follow. This will give you courage, since you already know what yot
to do, how to act, and to carry through.

Like it is important to study a road map, before starting into a new territory, how much 1
important to study and plan where you are going with that soul. Permit me to point out at lea
points concerning your spiritual and physical fithess. To be your best personal soul winner, fir
God for some promise, divine, to help you to believe God is more concerned than you are, ant
to do more than you can do. Thus, you feel God is your helper, divine, and giving spi
confidence, as well as divine security, or confidence. Thus, you go not as uncertain, but rela
far as your plan and approach. This is a must for you to be relaxed and be confident, not frigl
If you are tense, others become tense, also. If you are insecure and uncertain, it makes tt
person insecure and uncertain. The conclusion follows: | am tense, and so uncertain, and so i
that | have defeated my own plan, and defeated them also. Oh, how many have defeated th
selves, and blamed others, or the devil, for failure. Whereas, if they had of been well prepare
relaxed, and certain of themselves, they, in most cases, would have a degree of success,
marvelous victory.

Know-how and preparedness for confidential effort must be developed, or die trying. In
words, do your home work before you go out to practice it. The spiritual expectation of divine
and your preparation done well, is the key to successful personal soul winning. The length c
necessary to do your homework usually depends upon your desire and determination to mas
word to encourage you here, lest it appear too hard, and frighten you away from trying. Whe
pray clear through, that God is going to help you win souls, you are ATOP spiritually, and ge
atop spiritually, makes getting atop, planning wise, much easier. We just get after our prepe
end of the teamwork, and get it in our thinking and plannings, to where we feel confident, rel
and as we work on them, they are naturally encouraged to be relaxed also, and since we are s
and definite with our testimony, they develop confidence in our religion, and we are on our w
leading a soul to God. Just that certain and that simple to do. COOL AND CONFIDENT, Ci
AND CONFIDENT DOES IT, DOES IT, DOES IT.

With each of us different, and each of them different, we must pray and plan differently
separately. A sample of Jesus calling to fishermen (follow me, and | will make you fishers of |
You will catch men. He used their language, and we need to talk the ladies' language to the
and men's language to the men, children's language to children, and young people's lang
young people. Again, on adapting our dealings to personal needs, see Jesus win Matthew,
collector with his own language. Watch Jesus bypass Mary's accusing Him, and go directly t
she wanted, and her need. "Thy brother shall live again." How do we answer, when we are t
four days late? Make excuses, or blame others? Jesus, more or less, sets us a pattern of adjt
answers and conversation to the needs of the hour, not what they say, or do, or act. Jesus kn
the little ones wanted, as they came about his feet. He just picked them up in his arms and
them. Dealing with people is such a personal TOUCH, not in generalities. To apply what we
to say to them -- a living person with direct assistance to that one, and right now, is so impc



Mary Magdalene came to Jesus, and note He BYPASSED or ignored the surface, and c
seven devils, and she was freed, happy, and became a staunch disciple.

Zacchaeus was really up a tree, and even out on a limb; Jesus circled the cause, and saic
down, for | must abide with thee today." Jesus met his need, and Zacchaeus' whole house
place for Jesus in their home; on the spot victory. See the importance of a personalized ap
and of preparedness for all occasions.
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WINNERS Or LOSERS
At PERSONAL SOULWINNING
By A. G. Johnson

Chapter 4
BECOMING AN AGGRESSIVE SOULWINNER

Personal soul-winning is an aggressive, forced effort, by some Christians. Who will hit the
out yonder, to rescue some soul from Hell, now, yes NOW? The Master's admonition, "CON
THEM", means aggressive action in dead earnest. We must get out early) and stay with it, u
have contacted enough people to make a success. That successful soul-winner must al
aggressively pushing on. Yes, push the case, and continue to push the proposition, knowin
she has what that person really needs for their own good, in time and in eternity.

There will come a divine compulsion to help every needy soul, and the more souls you v
Christ, the greater the compulsion. It is not natural to be an aggressor, but in emergencies,
best And since our circle of influence touches so few, we need to enlarge our field, for the fiel
white unto harvest. Jesus said, "Go ye into all the world, and preach (teach) the gospel tc
CREATURE." Mark 16:15. Our position must be, "If | don't get them in, who will?" So, we |
cook up our courage, and fire up our zeal and persevere. To lose courage, and allow our fir
out, is the worst thing that can possibly happen to us. Like King David, "Let us encourage our
in the Lord." Some stimulating thoughts like, "People are lost for eternity, and the fires of he
already kindled all about them." And, "the golden rule demands of us to help them, like we \
want them to help us, if we were eternally lost and going on in a like way to what they are d
Ours is a like portion to a fireman, who rushes in to save a life, and extinguish the blaze. The fi
tackles the job all alone, if it needs be. The fireman may seem rough, and, at times, some r
in his efforts, but he must get the job done, and getting the job done is the thing, and only thir
counts. The more wisely aggressive we are, the more we save. The fireman convinces those
to take the ladder, fire-escape, or be carried out and down by others, and that, now or neve
Is the element press for now. Keep it ever fresh in your mind, Personal soul-winning wi
appreciated at the judgment. And most of us will wish we had of been more persistent; esp
in places where we were weak in our efforts. Who of us, that doesn't recall someone, we I
when some desperation would save.

There are souls, out there, to spend eternity in Hell, if | don't get them into victory. Only
persistence will get the job done. Jude, the apostle, said, "Pulling them out of the fire, hatin
the garment spotted by flesh.”

How aggressive should | become? Let the circumstances and the divine Spirit set the pac
man assured in prayer that the Lord would help him win a certain lady, during that meeting, tc
lady he was going to see her get saved in that revival. She got indignant, and told him off, anc
she would join anything else, before she would join the holiness crowd; and she meantit. S
haven't told anyone, | had prayed through for them, and at a given time. | doubt the wisdon
Hear the rest of the above lady's actions and her reactions. She be-meaned the holiness
including her husband and the evangelist, then refused to cook for her husband and evangeli



evangelist continued to remind her of his assurance from God, and she became more belli
After days of this, she was taken ill, and called her husband and evangelist to pray for her sic
and as they prayed for her to get saved, as the cure, she touched God. But, | gave this, to as
be "As wise as serpents, and harmless as doves." In our efforts, if you ever get out on a limk
will do his best to cut it off, and let you fall down and go BOOM.

Let wisdom, and the spirit of the circumstances all enter in to say how aggressive for you
not what others do, or have done. Charles Stalker relates such a far out one, when he |
manhandled a man and carried him to the altar and bent him over the altar, while the man
him. Rev. Stalker kept him pinned down, until he prayed through. That was O.K. for Rev. St
under the directive of the Holy Spirit, or despite leadings, but he got away with it. | wouldn't at
you to come anywhere near that aggressive, and be assured | have nothing to resemble th
aggressive soul-winner. Dr. Godby relates some reckless ones, so far to extremes. | sti
recommend what the Lord and Dr. Godby were successful in using, unless God is in it. Rev.
Bevington has recorded some VERY-FAR-OUT-ONES. Bevington was somewhat like Joh
Baptist only more aggressive at times, and more challenging, the opposers of his message
be surprised at what God leads you to do!

I might suggest, like Mary, the mother of Jesus, in her instructions to servants, "WHATSOE
HE SAITH UNTO YOU, DO IT."

My wife grabbed a man by the hair of the head and shook him, as she loudly told him, "We
man, don't you know you are going to hell?" The man was pretending to be asleep, but out c
he came, and to the altar, while my wife watched him hurrying, and before long, he really p
through good. Also, his wife got in. You may say my wife panicked in her effort to get him i
worked, but don't try it. To panic and become reckless is too dangerous. Be most sure God is
efforts. Seek earnestly, God's leadings, then press the needy soul with wisdom, with cautic
warning; then add assurance of God's understanding for them, and the blessed hope of victc
peace, and Heaven in their soul, plus deliverance from Hell. Use wisdom and caution, to avoi
becoming offended. Remember the wise man, Solomon. He said, "A brother, offended, is ha
be won than a strong city; and their contentions are like the bars of a castle.” Lord, forbid tt
enrage people, but help us to encourage them into victory. | must keep it before us. Howeve
are fighting for their souls, as if a lion had them in his mouth, and devouring them. Peter spe
your, "adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walking about, seeking whom he may devour.’

PERHAPS SOME GUIDELINES WILL BE HELPFUL RIGHT HERE. BE AGGRESSIVE, BU
NOT AN AGITATOR! Press for action, but not BARE-FISTEDLY. (Use some "KID GLOVES
at times, or silk ones.) Try to be aggressive, without the person suspicioning you as over pel
or pushy: Why not try to get them to help you push their own selves? People enjoy pushin
selves, if you egg them on. Pray, as you aggressively strive to win the battle. It is a battle, y«
the Lord, against the person, and the devil, and things, things, things. But, few battles ar
without being aggressive. Let us pray, God, to make us a holy terror against sin and the devil
efforts to snatch a few more from the eternal burnings.



Let us check the timing of our efforts. (There's a time for all things.) People are much
susceptible, at times, than at other times. Let us recognize that.

Someone suggests, "Never try to rob a bear of her cub, after she has lost one.” There al
when people are all fired up. Aggressiveness says, do something; and that's a good sug:
BUT! BUT WITH CAUTION, CAUTION, CAUTION, WISDOM, WISDOM, AND MUCH
PRAYER, AND THE SPIRIT UPON YOU. That's the proper aggressive spirit, to approach in.
what if the person has already boiled over, before | arrive, and is still frothing at the moutt
literally tearing up the patch, or what of many other seeming impossible cases, a state of mi
spirit, already out of hand? If you feel you should tackle them, start by sympathizing with then
are so sorry for what has so hurt and pained them, and assure them of your keen concern,
way you can help lift their heavy burden, you want so much to lift with them. Perhaps, just bur
praying for God to help and lift the pressures of what is hurting your friend. Lord, help them to
you, to help bear their heavy load. | have felt | should tackle some of these, and such an af
has worked, and it is usually better to not push them toward confessing their sins. They ar
state of mind to admit one thing, unless to admit they are ready for a fight. They need help,
but don't need a dynamite cap to set off an explosion. If your sympathy and prayer is used ¢
they will feel consoled, and, now avoid humiliating them. Use some solace, like, BLESS Y¢
HEART, | FEEL GOD IS HELPING YOU, AND | SHALL GO PRAYING GOD TO UNDERTAKE
AND STRAIGHTEN THINGS OUT FOR YOU. Please have a little talk with the Lord, it will he
you, and I'll be praying, too. These are usually seed times, and after we are gone, they get to |
Such cases are not isolated cases, but real frequent occurrences, frequent spirits and acti
carnal heart is set in motion, and fired up, and exploding.

A few months ago, our closest neighbor couple got all fired-up about two o'clock in the nigh
so loud and violent, that my wife called me. The young wife ran, and jumped in her car, startec
and rammed her husband's car behind a few times, then sped away, only to return, and ram
in the front and fender, while he was yelling, "If you hit my car again, I'll kill you.” Finally, she
out, and they began to fight. Evidently, she had special training, and soon he'd find hi
staggering, or knocked down, and her yelling, "Hit me again." The law came, and stopped it. \
that be a time to barge into that double explosion? Not me!

My wife and | thought the best thing to do was to await our time. Yes, we are out to win t
but a two-way, fired up situation, is the hardest of all to handle. Worse still, they boomeran
often, both turn on the one barging in, and trying to help them! To tackle one at a time is eno
tax our spirit, wisdom, and skill. By all means try to help them but not to cross them. Many ge
at CROSSINGS!

Here's an approach or two we may resort to under dealing with the FIRED-UP-ONES. Star
praying aloud, or plain LOUD, "OH GOD HELP OUR FRIEND HERE, WHATEVER IS WRON(
Help solve their difficulty for Jesus' sake." Avoid taking sides. Their is plural, and is O.K. J
avoided one coming asking Him to settle their feuding. Let's work on one alone. If you fee
should tackle one fired-up, one alone, try this; when all hell and the devil and people and thin
loose on anyone, | want some way to help fight their way back on top. They like the word "fi
Then add, "I believe you have the stuff in you to get on top of this.” You might add, "This me



the worst ever, but just get right in their and FIGHT your way back. | shall be boosting for you
praying God to help you get on top of everything." You may want to add, "The Lord has helpe
out of many terrible squabbles, and | shall tell the Lord on all the people, devils, and thi
PEOPLE ARE USUALLY THE CAUSE. Before you turn to leave, add, "UNLESS you need
further, I will go now." If they suggest you stay longer, offer to get them more comfortably se
etc. Then start to pray low and yet so they can hear, and lift them up to the throne. Then pau
add, "We feel better when we pray."” Suggest, "As | pray on, you tell the Lord your need also.”
you start to go suggest, "l shall plan to drop by within the next few days with faith that the Lorc
have helped you clear out on top.” Then add, "Let's trust God to do just that." You might add,
the Lord sent me by to encourage you and help you FIGHT back on top." Note they just can'
to hear any other word so effectively under fire like fight. It is highly unlikely that one so firec
will get sufficiently on top of the raging anger, malice, envy, and hatred, etc., to relax enough
them to pray clearly through. God is able, therefore, watch for the signs of relaxedness ar
comes, press for VICTORY Usually kind expressions as to be cooperating and out to help figr
way through, is all such an one can see and appreciate.

Now for the return call or second try. Hope and pray they aren't still "fired-up". After a kir
greeting, quickly and before th