God knows we have done bad things, which He calls
sin. The penalty for sin is death.

God loves us so much He sent His Son, Jesus, to die
on a Cross and pay our penalty. Jesus came alive and
went back to Heaven! Now God can forgive our sins.

If you want to turn from your sins, say this to God:
Dear God, | believe Jesus died for me and now lives
again. Please come into my life and forgive my sins, so |
can have new life now, and then be with You forever.
Help me live for You as Your child. Amen. John 3:16

Read the Bible and talk to God every day!

The First Easter
A story from God's Word, the Bible,
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"The entrance of Your Word gives light."
Psalm 119:130
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No! God didn't fail.
Jesus hadn't made any
mistake. Jesus always
knew He would be put
to death by wicked
men. Even when Jesus
was a baby, an old man
named Simeon had told
Mary that sadness lay
ahead.

Then Jesus told His friends that He would be
betrayed, and they would run away. "I won't run
away," Peter insisted. "Before the rooster crows,
you will deny Me three times," Jesus said.

A few
days before
Jesus was
killed, a lady
came and poured
perfumed ointment
on His feet. "She's
wasting money," the
disciples complained.
"She's done a good
work," Jesus said.
"She did it for my
burial.* What
strange words!
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Just then, a rooster
crowed. It was like
God's voice to Peter.
Remembering Jesus'
words, Peter wept
bitterly.

The priests brought Jesus
before Pilate, the Roman
governor. Pilate said, "I have
found no fault in this Man."
But the mob kept
crying, "Crucify Him!
Crucify Him!"

Finally Pilate gave in, and
sentenced Jesus to dieona
cross. The soldiers punched
Jesus, spit in His face, and
whipped Him. They made a
cruel crown of long sharp
thorns and pressed it onto
His head. Then they nailed
Him to a wooden cross to
die.

After this, Judas, one of
Jesus' twelve disciples,
agreed to betray Jesus to
the chief priests for 30
pieces of silver.
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Judas was sorry, too. He
knew Jesus was not guilty
of any sin or crime. Judas
took back the 30 pieces of
silver, but the priests
wouldn't take it.

Jesus always knew He would die that way. He also

knew that His death would bring forgiveness for

sinners who put their trust in Him. Two criminals
were crucified beside
Jesus. One believed on
Jesus - and went to
Paradise. The other
didn't.

At the Jewish Passover feast,
Jesus had His last meal with
His disciples. He told them
wonderful things about God
and His promises to those who
love Him. Then Jesus gave
bread and a cup for them to
share. These were to remind
them that Jesus'
body and
blood were
given to bring
forgiveness

for sins.
O
< e e
0
Judas threw the money
down, went out - and
hanged himself.
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After hours of suffering,

Jesus said, "It is finished,"
and died. His work was
completed. Friends

buried Him ina

private tomb.




